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PREFACE

The days in which we live are solemn and important. Never has the world faced such gigantic
issues as it does today. Present-day conditions are portentous and forecast approaching events of the
greatest magnitude. The world is fast approaching its crisis hour. The climax of human history is about to
be reached. Great changes have already taken place in our world, but vastly greater changes are destined to
occur.

The world has come to a most unique period. The world has passed through tumultuous times
without precedent in all the annals of time. But while some improvements may be observed, yet prospects
for a lasting peace and a settled state among the nations are not full of hopeful promise. Some mischievous
elements are constantly causing a ferment. At one time great events could happen in distant lands without
disturbing the equilibrium of places far removed. But not so today. The world’s balance is of such a
delicate character that happenings on one side of the world disturb the other side of the world. A drought in
a food-producing country can cause a political crisis in countries dependent upon imported grains, etc. No
longer can nations live in grand isolation. Modern speed in transit has made the world a small globe.
Expansive oceans that were once termed “the broad waters” of the Atlantic or of the Pacific no longer serve
as effective distant barriers to other nations. With the shrinking globe has also come a more and more
ideologically divided world. Thus the differences between men are thrown more sharply together and have
produced an intensity of an explosive type.

The atom bomb, with its unlimited possibilities of destruction, has caused scientists and statesmen
to stress the urgency of the time element: they have warned that mankind would be doomed should atomic
power not be controlled the world around within a few short years. The world’s food shortage also
occasions fear for the future, and again scientists stress the urgency of the vital element of time. The
world’s population is rapidly increasing-twenty-five million people are added to the world every year.
Already half the world’s population is underfed. The food of earth’s millions depends upon a relatively
small portion of the surface of the globe. In the producing countries there are increasing perplexities
connected with the production of food from the few inches of fertile top-soil drought, pests, soil erosion,
ruthless exploitation of the land for immediate returns, etc.

Scientists working along independent lines have arrived at the conclusion that for mankind time is
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rapidly running out. In the following pages present-day world occurrences are shown to be the remarkable
fulfillment of definite Bible prophecies. From these prophecies come also the cheering message that
Heaven is shortly to intervene in human affairs. The prophecy of Revelation 7:1-3 indicates that just before
the Second Advent of Jesus Christ, world conditions would threaten to engulf the human family in
overwhelming disaster, but that climactic hour would be held back for a period while those who desire to
serve the Lord are prepared for it. However, the apostle Peter, while declaring that the “long-suffering of
God is salvation,” warns all against believing that God’s delay in sending the threatened judgments means
that He is “slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness.” “He is long suffering to usward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,” etc. (2 Peter 3:9-15).

Through the mercy of God, the world has been given another chance to follow Heaven’s “blue-
print.” But once more the world is demonstrating its unworthiness. Today God’s message, “Prepare to meet
thy God,” rings with clarion tones throughout the world. Only God knows how much longer His love will
extend mercy to erring men, but one fact emphasized in prophecies depicting the present time is that,
despite God’s repeated postponements in sending the final judgments upon the world for its evils, the great
hour of eternal decision will come unexpectedly to this heedless and unprepared generation. To His
disciples Jesus repeatedly says: “Watch therefore: for you know not what hour your Lord does come”
(Matthew 24:42). “Therefore be you also ready: for in such an hour as you think not the Son of Man
comes” (Matthew 24:44; 25:13; etc.). “Take you heed, watch and pray: for you know not when the time is.
Watch you therefore lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping” (Mark 13:33-37).

The Revelator points to the time the heavenly flat will go forth. “There shall be no more delay”
(Revelation 10:5, 6, Dr. Moffatt’s translation). As shown in the following pages, everything in our world
today indicates that the actors are now taking their places on the world’s stage for their respective parts in
the final acts of earth’s last great drama.

Beyond the world’s turmoil, those who trust and obey their Lord and Master Jesus Christ will
inherit an eternal land of abundant peace and prosperity.

Louis F. Were, 14th July 1949.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16.

1. EUROPE-THE WORLD’S POLITICAL STORM CENTRE

“Europe is the world’s storm center,” declared Mr. R. G. Menzies in his speech in the Melbourne
Town Hall, January 17, 1949. In its Editorial on January 18, the Herald said: “The Federal Opposition
Leader (Mr. Menzies) spoke of what is still the deep, controlling current of world affairs when he devoted
the greater part of his address last night in the Melbourne Town Hall to the European crisis.

“The influence of a few great Powers still determines the degree of peace in this world. Today that
influence is concentrated in Europe. There can be no sure foundation for peace anywhere until that troubled
continent becomes stable. That will not happen until the challenge of Soviet aggression has been withdrawn
or defeated . . . We are concerned with peace in Europe because that decides peace everywhere.”

Thus declare those who . are in a position to speak authoritatively on present-day world affairs.

The reader is requested to notice carefully the statement: “We are concerned with peace in Europe
because that decides peace everywhere.”

Mr. Winston Churchill is one of the founders of the United Europe Movement. Supporters of this
new movement believe that the unifying of the world is impossible until Europe is united: if only Europe
could be united, the peace and accord of the world would follow as a matter of course. European culture
and civilization have widely influenced the world in days gone by. Intrepid mariners and daring explorers
from Europe discovered and opened up uncivilized continents and countries. Today these countries are the
product of European development. By far the larger part of the modern world has come under the influence
of European powers. North America, South America, Africa, Australasia, etc., have been almost wholly
either colonized by or are governed by powers originating in Europe.

If Europe were federated together in the indissoluble bonds of brotherhood it would influence
much of the world to follow the same beautiful ideal. The wealthiest, the most industrialized, and the most
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influential nation in the world today the United States of America-is European in origin and culture. Many,
if not most, of the latest discoveries of science and invention-including the terrifying atomic bomb-are the
product of European brains and resources.

European activity dominated the history of the world for the past four or five centuries, and events
to transpire in Europe or in connection with it are destined to determine world conditions in the near future.

Europe has been through two wars of gigantic proportions. World War II left Europe in such a
condition of destitution that she seemed on the verge of complete ruin. After the devastating engines of war
ceased their deadly work, the continent of Europe seemed a likely prey of communistic zealots-opportunists
of the first order-bent on the complete subjugation of Europe. Like a mortally wounded man dying from
loss of blood, Europe lay prostrate before the gods of war and chaos.

America Now in Europe “for keeps”

America, now no longer an isolationist, meets the menace to European ideology by giving rich
blood transfusions - many millions of dollars. The future of Europe cannot now be envisaged without
considering its relationship to America. The United States was drawn into the two European wars which
became World Wars I and 11, because she knew that what transpired in Europe would determine her own
fate. Had Hitler succeeded in becoming supreme over all Europe he undoubtedly would have concentrated
all his military might, plus the resources of all Europe, to crush the United States. As stated by Walter
Lippmann: “The two world wars of this century have demonstrated conclusively that the nations from the
Canadian border to Cape Horn are not in themselves a strategic system. The Americas have had to be
defended in Europe and Africa by Americans in alliance with Europeans.” - The Argus, May 5, 1948.

Were Russia to dominate all of Europe she, too, would doubtless aim for the complete subjugation
of the United States.

A struggle for world supremacy is already on. At present it is only a “cold war,” but this state of
tension cannot continue indefinitely. After World War I the Soviet Union was convulsed by civil war, and
hence could play no great role in Western European affairs, and the United States was likewise isolated for
domestic reasons. But now both Russia and the U.S.A. are direct and major actors on the European scene.
Under the title of “Inside Europe Today,” John Gunther writes “a brief report on what (he) heard and saw.”
He says: “The most remarkable change between Europe then (the Europe we all knew before the war) and
Europe now is the extension of the American frontier.

I do not mean merely that no step is taken in any European chancellery without careful thought of
what the reaction in Washington will be, I am thinking more of the fantastic and enormous political power
that devolves upon American cash, credit, and military influence.

“Positively, as we all know, the Marshall Plan pours out a funnel of dollars by the use of which
Europe, it is hoped, will pull itself together. Negatively, it is my honest belief that if American aid were
withdrawn from Greece, for instance, the Greek Government could not survive 10 days. Nor could the
Governments of France and Italy survive more than a few weeks or months. . . . Indeed, the face of Europe
has irremediably changed. The intra-European frontiers are spongier, and tile Western shelf has-as
everybody knows-become a domain of conflict between two non-European powers, with Moscow pulling
one way, Washington the other. America is on the European Continent for keeps.” - The Argus
(Melbourne), 16/02/1949.

“America is on the European Continent for keeps.” This significant statement is borne out by
America’s self-evident policy. Europe is an American priority. Mr. Kenneth Royal (then U.S. Army
Secretary) stated: “However, so far as the army is concerned, the principle stresses, now and in recent
years, have been in Europe.”-The Herald (Melbourne), 16/02/1949. The Washington Post says: “The most
prudent course for our statesmanship, however, is to concentrate on Western Europe. Mr. Royall, in making
known his views on Japan, therefore not only spoke in the accents of strategy, he spelled out the strategy.
This was perhaps embarrassing, but after all he was merely giving a strategic base to the policy that the
country is actually following in its statesmanship.” - The Herald, 16/02/1949.

America’s prominent participation in the European zone is significant to those who study
international affairs and also to students of the prophecies of the sacred Scriptures. In his “New York
Diary,” appearing in “The Herald,” Melbourne, March 17, 1949, Don Iddon draws attention to the
remarkable fact of America signing the Atlantic Pact, which “ends 160 years of American tradition.” He
says: “This is an historic week. The text of the Pact will be made public on Friday, and a 160-year tradition
against alliances and entanglements with Europe will be broken.... Even if there were a great surplus of
money and arms here, and the United States had not been born and bred in isolationism, the Pact would be
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remarkable. As it is, with the country worried financially, its own armed services crying out for equipment,
and its long record against international commitments still fresh in its memory, the Pact is a miracle.

“I have been talking to Americans about this miracle. . . . Not many Americans know or pretend to
know much about the big leap into the European dark. They feel in their bones that it was inevitable that
destiny would catch up with their rich oasis, and they are rather proud that they, the little people and the
poor people and the struggling worried people, should be present at a rendezvous with history.”

The hour has struck for the greatest events of all human hisory, and America’s “rendezvous with
history”’-her breaking of “a 160-year tradition against alliances and entanglements with Europe” despite the
fact of being- born and bred in isolationism”-is, according to the prophetic word, destined to usher in the
final scenes before the coming of the Lord Jesus to take over the dominion of the world.

In an article appearing in the Melbourne “Argus,” 9/3/49, Rupert Charlett says:-

“Two things impress you when you visit the United States bases in Hawaii.... Evidence that the
United States is slowly pulling its big guns out of the Pacific. Even civilians have so completely accepted
this obvious fact that they have begun to speculate about the future of Honolulu when it ceases to be
reinforced by the spending power of the thousands who garrison a major air and naval base. Although
American defense plans for the Pacific are known to few outside Washington, one aspect of those plans is
already becoming clear: high policy seems to have relegated the Pacific to a comparatively minor role in
the event of a Third World War....

“American military men are convinced that if war came the greatest threat to the democratic Allies
would be in the Atlantic zone, with the Pacific little more than a sideshow.”

With Russian expansionist designs and American interests clashing in Europe a state of
tremendous tension exists. Whatever occurs in Europe will affect the whole world-the ideologies of Russia
and America are held by or will influence nations and people in practically every country of the world. Will
American dollars and military might ensure lasting peace, prosperity and security for Europe? Before
considering the sacred Scriptures which have a definite and clear revelation concerning the past and the
future of Europe, let us, for a moment, recall some of the past efforts which have been made to ensure
peace in that turbulent continent.

2. EUROPE - PAST AND FUTURE

Surely the history of Europe gives no cheerful optimism regarding the future peace of the world,
which will be affected by events occurring in Europe. Since the break-up of the Western Roman Empire
repeated efforts have been made to achieve lasting peace among the divided elements of Rome. Though
Charlemagne was crowned Emperor of the Romans by Pope Leo III at Rome in the year 800 AD, and
though he had the ideal before him of bringing “all the German peoples together into one great Christian
empire,” yet he failed to achieve his ambition.

Similar ambitions filled the breasts of Louis XIV of France and Henry VI of Germany. In 1804
Napoleon said: “There will be no rest in Europe until it is under a single chief.” The historian also says:
“Napoleon dreams of becoming Emperor of Europe. His boundless ambition was, it is true, sapping her
strength by forcing younger and younger men into his army in order to build up the vast international
federation of which he dreamed.” — “Robinson’s Modern and Medieval History,” pp. 609, 616.

Napoleon once defined his imperial aims thus: “I must have a European code, a European Court of
Cassation, a common coinage, common weights and measures, and common laws; I have to make of all the
people of Europe one single people, and Paris the capital of the world.” Napoleon failed ignominiously.

Not heeding the patent and potent lesson taught by European history, Kaiser Wilhelm expressed
his determination to succeed where others failed: “Each of these men dreamed a dream of world empire.
They failed. I am dreaming a dream of the German world empire-and my mailed fist shall succeed.” But
five millions of mobilized men could not succeed in making the Kaiser’s dream a realization.

Declaring Hitler’s attempt to dominate Europe “a perverse aping of an earlier French
achievement,” an author in the New York Times literary supplement of December 28, 1946, says: “Yet in
the Napoleonic Empire, too, appear the defects-one is tempted to say the inevitable defects-of attempting to
force Europe into a single political mold. Europe could not be brought together by destruction and by the
rule of a single people either in Napoleon’s time or in Hitler’s. Europe could not be united on a
revolutionary program; that was the lesson of the failure of Napoleon. Europe could not be united on - a
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conservative program; that was the lesson of the failure of Metternich and Gentz. Europe prized diversity.”

Hitler had a dream which became a nightmare for the nations. He felt sure that he could
accomplish where others had failed. He filled the sky with his birds of war. He employed all the resources
of science and all the arts of subtlety, intrigue and treachery. He felt assured of support from that religious
power which has controlled so much of European affairs in days gone by. The restoration of the Holy
Roman Empire was the aim of the late Nazi dictator, Adolf Hitler, himself a Roman Catholic in religion.
We have this on Roman Catholic authority. In 1940, less than a year after the outbreak of World War II, the
New Work Times published this dispatch of February 16 from Washington, D.C., which reads: “The
German war aims were outlined to-night as a re-establishment of the Holy Roman Empire by Dr. Edmund
A. Walsh, regent of the Foreign Service School of Georgetown University (Jesuit), before a capacity
audience in Memorial Continental Hall in the first lecture of his annual series. Dr. Walsh said that he had
heard Adolf Hitler say that the Holy Roman Empire, which was a Germanic empire, must be re-
established.” - New York Times, February 17, 1940.

Deceived into believing that he could not fail to reach his objective, Hitler declared on May 10,
1940, the day when his forces invaded the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg: “The fight beginning
today decides the fate of the German nation for the next thousand years. Do your duty.”

Hitler massed his military might and dealt his lightning attacks to achieve his grandiose ambition.
Crushing through comparatively feeble frontiers, and aided by traitors, he quickly overran most of Europe.
But Hitler had failed to learn from the blood-saturated pages of history the outstanding lesson of human
impotence in welding together the divisions of Europe. Despite military power and intrigue, Europe cannot,
will not, be united.

To bring all of Europe under one governmental control has been an ideal or ambition possessed by
Kings, Emperors, Dictators, Idealists and Religious leaders. But failure has always dogged the steps of
those who have sought to unite Europe into one confederation. In his “The Divine Program of the World’s
History,” pp. 318-321, H. Grattan Guinness

“Amidst the unceasing and almost countless fluctuations, the kingdoms of modern Europe have
from their birth to the present day averaged ten in number. They have never since the break-up of old Rome
been united into one single empire; they have never formed one whole even like the United States. No
scheme or proud ambition seeking to reunite the broken fragments has ever succeeded; when such have
arisen, they have been invariably dashed to pieces . . . And the division is as apparent now as ever!”

In the early days of World War II, Henry Ford said: “Here is something to think about. Europe
never has produced a European-Frenchmen, Germans, Scandinavians, Italians, Hollanders, Belgians,
Russians, Poles, yes, but no Europeans . . . That is the poison of division ... Yet, with these same
nationalities and races here in the United States, we have produced Americans. If these people can become
Americans in America, they can become Europeans in Europe.”

However idealistic and hopeful it may seem to anticipate a United States of Europe similar to the
United States of America, yet over a thousand years of European history reveals the impossibility of uniting
Europe. This fact has impressed historians and continues to provoke the minds of thoughtful men. This fact
should profoundly assist us in coming to a conclusion regarding the outcome of the present serious,
disturbing state of world affairs.

Bernard Fay, in his article, ‘What’s the Matter with Europe’ says: “It seems astonishing that this
continent (Europe), which from 800 BC to AD 1900 was the center of the most active and the most
enlightened civilization, the creator of modern sciences, industries, and technical developments, should
become in the twentieth century the prey of all the most acute troubles and appear as the most restless, the
most unsteady, and the most imperiled spot on earth. Africa, with all its backwardness, does not breed so
much discontent.” - The New York Times Magazine, March 17, 1940.

Notice the following thought-provoking statement taken from the New York Times literary
supplement of December 28, 1946:

“How has the continent of Europe escaped political unification? Every thing in Europe seems to
call for it; everything, that is, except the temperament and traditions of its people. More uniform in climate
than China, less diverse in religion than India, less diverse in race than the United States of America,
Europe has had for centuries a single culture and a common social structure. Landowner and peasant,
merchant and banker, factory owner and factory worker, artist and scholar, would nowhere find themselves
in an alien world in moving from one part of the continent to another. For a thousand years men have
dreamed of European union. Yet for a thousand years this most uniform of continents has defied political
unification.” (Emphasis mine.)
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Addressing a meeting held in the Albert Hall, London, presided over by the Archbishop of
Canterbury (Dr. Fisher), Mr. Winston Churchill urged the formation in Britain of an organization to
promoting the cause of a United Europe. As reported in “The Herald” (Melbourne), 15/05/1947, he said:
“The real demarcation between Europe and Asia was a system of beliefs and ideas called Western’
Civilization. Europe was a spiritual conception ... The peoples of Europe still have it in their power to
sweep away the horrors and miseries surrounding them and allow the streams of freedom, happiness and
abundance to begin again their healing flow. This is the supreme opportunity, and if it be cast away nobody
can predict that it will ever return, or what the resulting catastrophe will be.” He declared that there was no
sure prospect of a world Government without a United Europe.

Speaking to 10,000 Belgians in their capital city, Brussels, at the inaugural session of the
European Unity Movement, Mr. Churchill declared that this movement was “the sole means of preventing
another hideous war.” He continued vehemently:

“A united Europe is the only way in which the bright strength of power, light, and virtue can be
lighted in millions of humble homes, where little children have the right to some future in the world.” He
added: “One half of Europe is in prison today. The other half is on its guard, and is justified in taking
precautions.” - The Herald (Melbourne), 28/02/1949.

Will the present-day movement to unite Europe succeed where all preceding efforts have
completely failed?

Writing of the significance of the Atlantic Security Pact, Prof. W. Friedmann says: “Nothing short
of full-fledged American intervention can today prevent the centuries-old danger of the domination of the
European continent by one preponderant military power. During the last few centuries the threat has
successively come from France, Germany and Russia. As long as the United States shares in the occupation
of Germany and Austria, an attack upon Western Germany means automatically an attack upon the United
States, and it is not possible to attack either France or the Benelux countries without involving Western
Germany.”

The terms and implications of the Atlantic Treaty are potentially world-wide-this is the present
opinion held in diplomatic circles. In “The Age” of 26/03/1949, under the heading: “Potential World-Wide
Scope of Atlantic Treaty.” Reuter’s correspondent says: “Article Four of the Atlantic Treaty is understood
to cover threats to the security of any of the North Atlantic powers through developments in any part of the
world. This, it is believed here (Washington), is as far as the United States is able to go for the present in
insuring the security of the world Outside of the North Atlantic area, apart from its general program of
military aid to countries threatened with totalitarian aggression under the ‘Truman doctrine.”

As stated by the Argus: “The Atlantic Pact ... is for the time being the nearest we can get towards
the ideal of a synthesis embracing all the nations of the world. Civilization as we know it is Western,
Christian civilization. It has long had a world ideal: that is implicit both in its Western and in its Christian
character . . . a world synthesis . . . embracing the British Commonwealth, the United States of America,
and the Western States of Europe.”

With all the advantages of years of concentrated preparation, with all the force mustered by his
mighty military machine, Hitler did not succeed in restoring the Holy Roman Empire or of uniting Europe
under one government. Will the nations of Europe backed up by the mighty power of the U.S.A. and the
atomic bomb establish Europe upon a durable foundation? Each succeeding dream of European unity has
been followed by greater and yet greater disaster. Today the United States is pouring into Europe millions
of dollars to save it from chaos and communism. The nations of Western Europe are uniting their military
forces so that they may appear formidable before Russia’s military might. What happened in World Wars |
and II shook the world. What will happen in Europe when the mighty forces of Western Europe and Russia
clash in a “hot war” will be as a terrific explosion mightily affecting every country in the world. “Europe is
the world’s storm center.” The world is on the eve of the greatest cataclysm of all human history.

3. EUROPE, THE BATTLEFIELD FOR WORLD POWER

The eyes of the world are upon Europe. Both World Wars I and II commenced and were decided
in Europe, and both involved the question of world dominion. He who could establish hegemony over all of
Europe would have resources sufficient to enable him to go on to world dominion. Again the desire for
power in Europe is leading the way to another mighty upheaval. It is thus apparent that for some reason
Europe is a potential center of war.
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The territory of the western portion of the old Roman Empire plays a most prominent part in the
prophecies of the Bible. The Holy Spirit, Who indited the predictions of the books of Daniel and
Revelation, constantly turns our attention to Western Europe, and reveals that Europe will be the storm
center in the days preceding the Savior’s return. Happenings in Europe will affect the whole world. The
present tension is but the harbinger of colossal events which are destined to bring about marked changes in
governments far-removed from Europe.

Past struggles for power over Europe were clearly outlined in the first prophecy contained in the
book of Daniel. In this remarkable presentation we also find portrayed with extraordinary clarity the
outcome of the present struggle for Europe. The remarkable feature of the prophecy found in the second
chapter of Daniel is that the prophet when he wrote was residing in far-off Babylon-then the center of
religious and civil power. He did not, as might be expected of him, point to the last-day events to occur in
the region of ancient Babylon and the river Euphrates, but he foretold events to occur in far-off Europe. As
we trace Daniel’s prophecy of the rise and the fall of kingdoms from the days of old Babylon, we are
astonished at the accuracy of his portrayal of Europe’s past, present and future.

Nebuchadnezzar had just succeeded in conquering the world, and for the first time in history the
scepter of world dominion was held by one man. Prophecies of Scripture are given because of their relation
to the people of God-they are never given merely to satisfy human curiosity regarding future events or
merely to astound us with their amazing fulfillment. As I showed in “The Moral Purpose of Prophecy,”
prophecies were given by God because they contained moral messages concerning His great work of
salvation-that is the only purpose for which they were given.

The Jews-then t he nation chosen to spread abroad the knowledge of the true God and His saving
gospel-had been vanquished by the Babylonians, their magnificent temple destroyed, and many of their
notable leaders and people were taken captive to Babylon. See 2 Chronicles 36:14-20; Daniel 1:1, 2, etc.
The Jews had been faithfully warned that their sins would bring upon them the calamities which eventually
befell them. However, before the Lord brought these evils upon them He not only promised them that they
would return from Babylon to their homeland and rebuild the waste cities and again inhabit Palestine, but
God also pointed to the ultimate triumph of truth over error and the eventual establishment of His eternal
kingdom, of righteousness.

The Lord comforted His troubled and inquiring people at that critical time and, through Daniel, He
unfolded to His people the rise and the fall of worldly empires which would be as milestones to the
establishment of the everlasting kingdom.

Having recently acquired the scepter of great power, Nebuchadnezzar looked wonderingly into the
future and considered the likelihood of his posterity continuing to hold the reins of world dominion. Such a
theme is of vital interest to God’s people, and thus Nebuchadnezzar was given a dream which, when
interpreted, not only informed him regarding the kingdom of Babylon but which also outlined world
kingdoms until the Son of God establishes His world-wide dominion. In His providence, the Lord caused
Nebuchadnezzar to forget the outline of his dream, though the king knew that it contained an answer to the
problem he had been pondering over.

The king called in the wisest men in his realm. Though professing to be in touch with the occult
world and to understand the meaning of dreams and omens, they could not bring to the, king’s
remembrance the dream he could not recall. The king’s, anger at their failure to comply with his request
caused him to’, issue a decree for the slaughter of all his wise men. As Daniel, who was then but a very
young man, was being trained in “the’ learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans” (Daniel 1:4) he was
included among the wise men In answer to the prayer of Daniel and his companions, the Lord revealed to
Daniel the dream and its interpretation Daniel was eventually brought into the presence of the king.

Daniel described the dream thus: “Thou, O king, saw, and beheld a great image. This image’s head
was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet
part of iron and part of clay. Thou saw till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image
upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors.
And the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” Daniel 2:31-35.

The fearless young prophet then proceeded to give the interpretation which God had revealed to
him. Anyone acquainted with only a rudimentary knowledge knows that four “universal” empires have
governed in the world, namely: Babylon, MedoPersia, Greece, and Rome. These are the four empires
represented by the different metals making up the complete image of a man, which Nebuchadnezzar saw in
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his dream. The head of gold (Babylon) gave way to the breasts of silver (Medo-Persia), and then came the
brazen thighs representing the “brazen-coated” Greeks. The legs of iron represented “the iron monarchy of
Rome,” which was predicted in verses 40, 41, to “be divided.”

In accurate fulfillment of this simple and yet remarkable prophecy, Babylon was overthrown by
Medo-Persia, - Medo-Persia by Greece, and the quadripartite Grecian territories were taken over by Rome,
but when Rome disintegrated no other, nation arose which welded together the fragments of the once
powerful Roman Empire. The prophecy is not only amazingly fulfilled in that the Roman Empire has been
“divided,” but that all attempts to unite these divisions have eventually failed. Charlemagne, Louis XIV of
France, Henry V1 of Germany, Napoleon, the Kaiser, Hitler, all endeavored to re-unite the divisions of the
Empire of Western Rome. For awhile it seemed that Napoleon would actually succeed, but eventually his
dream was shattered. In the same way, Hitler’s frantic efforts to conquer and weld together all Europe,
including England, under one flag, failed. The prophetic declaration regarding the divisions of Europe:
“But they shall not cleave one to another” (v. 42) has stood throughout the centuries since the break-up of
the Roman Empire.

What ambitious rulers had failed to do by the power of the sword, it was thought would be
accomplished by the softer ties of matrimony. Prior to World War I the rulers of Europe intermarried, and it
was freely stated that these royal marriages, to which the prophet referred in his statement they shall mingle
themselves with the seed of men,” made a general European war an impossibility, because relations would
then be obliged to fight each other, and it was stated that “humanity would cry out against and put a stop to
so monstrous an evil.” But, in harmony with the prophetic utterance “they shall not cleave one to another,”
this endeavor to accomplish by matrimonial bonds what the sword had failed to do did not cause them to
“cleave one to another.” The First World War came when “uncles,” nephews, and cousins” faced “each
other in battle.”

Almost every conceivable method has been tried-military might, marriage alliances, the League of
Nations, the Unit Nations Organization-to either unite the warring nations o Europe under one king or to
ensure lasting peace with another. But they have never since the break-up of old Rome been united into one
single empire; they have never formed whole even like the United States. No scheme of proud ambition
seeking to re-unite the broken fragments has ever succeeded Hitler’s dream, which became the nightmare
of the nations faded away as did the dreams of his martial predecessors. Any dream the Russians have of
European hegemony under the banner of the hammer and the sickle is likewise destined to fail. Likewise
will fail of fruition, the earnest desire of men like Mr. Winston Churchill who are striving to bring about a
united Europe. The power of the American dollar and the might of the atomic bomb are not strong enough
to bind together the nations of Europe. Communism will not unite Europe under one flag. The combination
of Protestants and Roman Catholics in political power will not unite Europe nor will any other human
agency accomplish it. “They shall not cleave one to another” is the Divine decree.

What of the future? God’s message for today comes ringing down the centuries: “And in the days
of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be left to other people, but it
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” (Daniel 2:44.) Recalling
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, Daniel said: “Thou saw till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote
the image upon his feet.” (v. 34.) The kingdom of God is not to be established by human power-it will be
done “without hands” at the second coming of Christ, Who is “the Rock of Ages.”

Of our Lord Jesus Christ the Scriptures declare: In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily!” Colossians 2:9. The Almighty power of His Word raises the dead. Only by accepting Jesus as Lord
and Savior could the world be saved from disaster.

An attempt to unite Europe by religious affiliations working through political power is yet to be
made, but that too, is destined to fail. Not until Jesus comes will the turbulent water of European nations
really cease to be troubled. Only Jesus can speak with the voice of authority and power, and command the
raging sea: “Peace, be still.”

Those who now accept Jesus as their Lord and King will b subjects of that everlasting kingdom of
peace. They will b adorned with the deathless garment of immortality, which is bestowed upon all believers
at the Second Advent of our incomparable Lord (1 Corinthians 15:51-54). Inspired by God, the prophet
Daniel declared of the kingdom to be set up at the Second Advent: “The kingdom shall not be left to other
people,” for the people of Christ’s eternal kingdom live endlessly on under the benign scepter of “the
Prince of peace.”

This prophecy has been accurately fulfilled, and events are hastening to the coming of Christ to
establish His Kingdom, for which we are all taught by Jesus to pray (Matthew 6:10).
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4. PRESENT-DAY NATIONAL CONDITIONS

The Savior’s words of warning concerning the calamity to overtake the Jewish nation and their
beloved city, Jerusalem, caused the disciples to link that tragedy with the Lord’s Second Advent, about
which they had heard Him speak so often. They enquired: “What shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of
the end of the world?” Matthew 24:2, 3. Speaking with the authority of the Godhead, our Lord said: “And
there shall be signs ... and upon earth distress of nations, with perplexity ... Men’s hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be
shakpn. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” Luke 21:
25-27. The “distress of nations” during and after World War I was followed by the greatest of pestilences,
famines, and earthquakes, then followed the depression, when millions were upon the “dole” and other
millions were distressed by the uncertainty of the times.

World War 11 brought a fresh crop of distressing conditions -the burden of heavy taxation,
disasters by land, sea and air. How much could be written while pointing out the accuracy of the Savior’s
prophecy! What harrowing, distressing ordeals
were endured by so many millions of people scattered over such a vast territory! Air raids, whole buildings,
yes, whole blocks of buildings destroyed in a single air raid, and with these tragedies the distress of those
buried beneath the battered, blazing buildings and the anguish of loved ones powerless to save their
relations and friends. No one can estimate the full extent of distress caused by millions of families rent
ruthlessly asunder. Hunger, starvation, cold, brown-outs, blackouts, broken sleep, time wasted in air-raid
shelters, gas masks, rationing, standing in queues, difficulties of travel and many other circumstances which
have occasioned distress and inconvenience, tell us in no uncertain voice that these are the distressing times
Jesus said would herald the day of His return. In the next world war these conditions will not only be
repeated, but will be greatly augmented by the greatness and the wide-spread nature of the conflict.

In the Savior’s outline of events to transpire among the nations before His return to earth He
declares that there will be “distress of nations, with perplexity.” Perplexities there have been in abundance
associated with the distressful circumstances which have prevailed within recent years. The daily papers
abound with news from the world of perplexities that baffle the wisdom of the wisest of men. Internally
there are constant perplexities: strikes, rising costs, heavy, unrelenting taxation, shortages of materials,
shortages of houses, periods of rationing Of Coal, gas, electricity. Of nothing can we be sure but
uncertainties, which perplex. The brave, new world which was so freely spoken of during the war has not
arrived. Instead there seems no way out of the difficulties facing the world. Commenting on this prophecy
of our Lord Carlyle B Haynes, has well written:

“We are now at that time foreseen and foretold by our Lord. The Greek word aporia, translated in
this passage as ‘perplexity,” does not occur elsewhere in the New Testament. No other writer used it. It
literally means, ‘without a passage out,’ i.e., without an exit.

“What a picture that brings to the mind! No way out! The end of the way-a dead end! No exit!
Caught! Trapped! Men looking here, looking there, trying this, trying that, trying everything, darting about
for a way to escape, frantically suggesting every wild, impossible thing-but finding no way out!

“Aporia! Perplexity! Bewilderment! Apprehension! Dire foreboding! Doom impending-and no
way out! The best wisdom of the wisest, the greatest strength of the strongest-all futile! That is a divinely
portrayed picture of ‘the last days,” our days, the end-time of human history. In the intense light of the atom
bomb and all the dread possibilities before mankind, we have no difficulty in discerning that it is a terribly
accurate picture ... nothing could be more accurate that the words of H. G. Wells, ‘Mankind at the end of its
tether!” ” “When God Splits the Atom,” p. 48.

The Savior declared . “There shall be signs . . . upon the earth, distress of nations with perplexity .
.. Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth.”
Luke 21:25, 26.

In His graphic portrayal of world events to precede His return to earth, the Lord said: “Men’s
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth.” Luke 21:26.
Occasions for fear exist throughout the world. Fears of famine and disease haunt millions. There are fears
of revolution and strife. Many fear another depression. And above many other fears is the gripping fear of
the stark tragedies and the dreadful destruction of another world war, in which it is feared will be.
employed the most devastating means ever conceived by the mind of man.
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“Jitters-a World Malady” declares Clive Turnbull in The Herald, 16/04/1949. “Will there be war?
Will there be a depression? It is enough to drive anyone crazy, one may say, and, of course, it has driven a
lot of people crazy. The schizophrenics, the suicides and others have found it too much. The poison of fear
is abroad. Out of the strains and tensions come nervous conditions, insomnia, disturbances of the esophagus
and colon, and coronary disease.”

From another paper, “The Rock,” 14/4/49, we quote:-

“WAR FEARS AND WORLD’S HEALTH”

A report from New York stated that several doctors publicly agreed that the nervous tension
created by the East-West cold war was having a serious effect on the world’s mental health.

“Dr. Julius Schreiber, a Washington psychiatrist, said: ‘Today we find that the social, economic
and political climate generates intense fears and gnawing anxieties in millions of people.

“It is a fear of war, of the loss of savings, of the loss of a job, of a depression, and of the future.

“Ulcers are formed; blood pressure goes up; aches and pains abound; family relationships are
disrupted; hatred is, fastened on innocent scapegoats.”

“Dr. Joseph Wortis, of New York University Psychiatric’ Department, said: My patients and my
profession are suffering directly from the cold war.”

“My patients are worried because things they need-such as better housing, child care and other
social helps-are going up in the smoke of the military preparation.”

As Jesus declared they would, men are “looking after those, things which are coming on the
earth.” The daily papers are read with anxiety, and the whirlwind of events is followed wit unabated
interest. In astonishing rapidity one great event succeeds another. The blessed Savior has encouraged our
hearts with the Divine assurance: “And when these things begin to com to pass, then look up, and lift up
your heads; for your redemption draws nigh.” Luke 21:28. The trusting child of God will n behold these
happenings with bewilderment and fear, for he will recognize in them the glorious harbingers of the
Savior’s return to end Satan’s reign of sorrow, suffering and sin.

Despite the assurances of well-known men, the closing days of human government are to be
characterized by “perilous times.” Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the apostle Paul wrote: “This know also that
in the last days perilous times shall come.” (2 Timothy 3:1.) A survey of recent tragic and great events
amply justifies the claim that the prophet Paul pointed to these very days in which we live. Perils there are
in the factory, on the sea, under the sea, in the air, and upon the roads in ordinary civilian life.

More than thirteen thousand murders are committed in the United States annually. Statistics
presented by Mr. Edgar Hoover (Chief of the U.S. Bureau of Investigation) at the end of 1945 showed that
the U.S. had a criminal army of 6,000,000. “Six million people in America had been fingerprinted, one in
every 23 inhabitants of the United States ... murders had increased by 32 per cent.” Mr. Hoover said: “Our
homes and lives are threatened daily by a vast army of lawbreakers, which is ten times the number of
students in colleges and universities. ... The year (1945) brought the estimated total of serious crime to a
new high for the past decade, 1,685,203. During the average day, 36 persons were slain, 33 were raped, and
185 others feloniously assaulted . . . the figure is staggering when it is observed that 103,313 persons were
slain, robbed, raped, or otherwise feloniously assaulted.” Mr. Hoover also stated that “56 per cent of all
crimes in the United States last year were committed by children.” These deplorable figures reveal that the
world is on the downward grade. The latest records from the Federal Bureau of Investigation “show that
there were three serious crimes every minute in 1948 in the United States. Nearly 32 per cent. of all people
arrested were under 25 years.” The Herald, 11/04/1949.

Murders, violent crimes and other exhibitions of brutality in most countries of the world tell in no
uncertain way that we have reached the “perilous times” foretold in Holy Writ. Modern inventions have
introduced many perils hitherto unknown. Each year thousands of people are killed or maimed by traffic
accidents. Statistics giving the number killed or injured on modern roads are appalling-as many victims as
on the world’s battlefields. In the United States during 1947 alone, 94,000 were killed by accidents.

“War souvenirs, ranging from fountain pens to 155 millimeter shells, have killed 6,000 persons
annually in the United States since the war, according to figures revealed at a recent rally held by the War
Trophy Safety Committee.” American cities were shattered by mighty explosions and roaring fires costing
700,000,000 dollars for the one year of 1947 (more than double the property damage suffered by Britain in
the two years of the German blitz).

Quickly viewing as in a panoramic vision the last thirty-four Years, we see “the perilous times” of
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World War I, the destruction of Chinese lives and cities by the Japanese invasion, the Italian rape of
Abyssinia, the hideous Spanish civil war, the wide-spread dangers and disasters of World War II,
revolution in South America, destruction by Jews and Arabs in Palestine’s perils and distress caused by
communists in Malaya and other countries, the terrible. Bar Harbor fire of 1947, when uncontrollable
flames consumed so many mansions of the rich, the sudden death of Texas City by terrific explosion and
fire (great sections of the city were leveled and about 600 people were killed), the gas explosion which
rocked the German city of Ludwigshafen in 1948 killing over 600 and injuring about 1,400, ominous events
transpiring in Europe and in other countries surely we are living in “the perilous times” prophesied by the
prophet Paul to come “in the last days.”

Inspiration also declares the cause of many of these perils: “For men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous . . . trucebreakers ... fierce. “ (2 Timothy 3:2, 3.) Covetousness caused Japan to invade
China, it caused Mussolini to possess Abyssinia, and led Hitler’s ruthless attempt at European domination.

Coveting to retain or to obtain more power over their fellowmen leads Kremlin oligarchs in their
totalitarian regime. The papacy also covets political power and prestige among the nations.

The prophet foretold that in “the last days” there would be “trucebreakers.” Since the
commencement of the first World War, when treaties were referred to as mere “scraps of paper,” there has
been manifested a wanton disregard of treaties-the pledged word to some has amounted to nothing; in fact,
some governments have entered into contracts with the sole purpose of deceiving those who trusted in their
word. Hitler’s lies and broken treaties became a byword. Mussolini’s treaty of “perpetual friendship” with
the Abyssinians, while planning their destruction, and his pledge that he would not use gas in warfare, are
among a few of many downright deceptions committed. Japan’s act of treachery in prolonging negotiations
with the United States of America while preparing for Pearl Harbor is another of similar acts that
demonstrate the accuracy of the prophetic word.

Isaiah, also, looked down to these last days, and declared: “Woe is me, the treacherous dealers
have dealt treacherously; Yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously.” The base treachery
manifested in Holland, Belgium, France, Norway, and in other countries, is a sign of the times, and fulfils
the Bible predictions which declared that these characteristics would be revealed in “the last days.” In the
next war, in even a far greater extent than in World War II internal difficulties and sabotage caused by fifth
columnists who will be serving foreign powers, will greatly multiply national distresses, causing
widespread disasters, confusion, doubt, fear and suspicion.

All the appalling evils, sins, and conditions which prevailed in World War II will be magnified
and increased in World War III. The prophet, whose accuracy has already been abundantly and clearly
established, says: “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.”
(2 Timothy 3:13.) Another characteristic of “the last days” is that men will be “fierce” or “brutal.” (2
Timothy 3:3.) Is this not the predominant characteristic of the Japanese invasion of China, of Mussolini’s
rape of Abyssinia, of the Spanish civil war, of Hitler’s merciless mechanized might, of the Japanese
depredation and degradation of the unfortunate lands and people who fell to her aggression, of
concentration camps and prisons, the bombing of hospitals, the shooting and bombing of fleeing civilians,
and of other barbaric acts so diabolically cruel as to make people shudder at their remembrance? Millions
were condemned to the severest hardships, the most unbearable conditions, diseases and starvation. A
ruthless plan of racial extermination was conceived with the malice of the devil, and carried out with
unparalleled brutality.

A full, accurate account of conditions which prevailed in Nazi concentration camps cannot be
printed in a book for general reading-the recital of a few facts fastens to the memory pictures of
indescribable brutality. “At Belsen they seized a camp where the naked, emaciated dead were still stacked
in heaps, awaiting burial or cremation. Thousands more, still alive, were walking skeletons. In Poland and
Alsace and elsewhere they uncovered the dread gas chambers where thousands had been put to death.
Almost every day brought new revelations of savagery no words can describe.” Never in all in the annals of
human history has such wanton cruelty been manifested on such a wholesale scale. Dr. Charles Clayton
Morrison, editor of The Christian Century, says:

“It will be a long, long time before our eyes will cease to see pictures of naked corpses piled like
firewood or of those mounds of carrion flesh and bones. It will be a long, long time before we can forget
what scores of honorable, competent observers tell us they have seen with their own eyes. The thing is wen
nigh incredible . . . Buchenwald and the other memorials of Nazi infamy reveal the depths to which
humanity can sink, and has sunk, in these frightful years. They reveal the awful fate which may engulf all
civilizations unless these devils of our pride and of our ruthlessness and of the cult of force are exorcised.
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Mankind totters on the brink of damnation.” The Christian Century, May 9, 1945.

It is reported that in Russia today there are 20,000,000 slaves. Concentration camps are not merely
a thing of the past. The prophetic delineation declaring that in “the last days” men would be “fierce” and
brutal has been fulfilled in such magnitude that could not have been conceived a few years ago. And the
prophetic word indicates that the untamed, unregenerate heart of man will reveal further evidences of how
fierce and brutal it can be when not subdued by the indwelling presence of the Spirit of God. Note 2
Timothy 3:13.

5. GREAT DESTRUCTION AMONG THE NATIONS

A FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY

Our Lord, through His servant John, declared that the days preceding His return would be
characterized by destruction. In His prophecy of the Seven Trumpets, the Lord says: “The nations were
angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou should
give reward unto Thy servants . . . and should destroy them which destroy the earth.” Revelation 11:18. It is
only within recent years that the full significance of this remarkable prediction could have been fully
appreciated. Since the commencement of World War I it has been evident that we have reached the time
when the nations would be “angry.” Scarcely has a day passed since 1914 but what there has been a war
raging in some part of the planet. Twice in this time has the world had a blood-bath, and now looms up like
a hideous specter in the night the outline of the Third World War, which threatens destruction on such a
colossal scale that staggers the imagination. The dreadful destruction of life and property which has taken
place in the frightful horrors of the recent “total war” can only be faintly grasped by those far-removed
from the scenes of devastation.

However, enough is known to appreciate the awful results of bombs reducing the noble work of
art, culture, and civilization to rubble and ashes. “The scorched earth” policy was fiercely and frantically
executed in the face of the advancing enemy. Great works and the product of the labors and toil of a mighty
army of workmen were ruthlessly destroyed regardless of the labor or the money expended to produce these
structures and possessions. How wonderfully accurate the prediction that the anger of the nations would be
characterized by destruction. Cities, villages, houses, factories, materials, commodities, airplanes, tanks and
other war equipment, ships, human life, etc., ruthlessly destroyed by “angry” nations. The world has
recently witnessed destruction on such a scale that its vastness appalls the minds of the thoughtful. The
Scriptures are definite that world. conditions are to deepen in intensity and grow in extent. With the
catastrophic destruction of the recent “total war” as a measure we can at least form some idea of the far
greater devastations to be wrought in the coming cataclysm. We have reached the time foretold by the
Revelator. Other parts of the world will know the fearful fury and devilish destruction of total war, for the
Revelator declares that the destruction wrought by “angry” nations will not be confined to Europe and the
eastern lands, but will involve “the earth.” The Revelator’s description includes the whole world.

When the disciples asked Jesus for the signs which would herald His second coming, He said that
“wars and rumors of wars” would continue down through the years, but these would before the end would
come, nations and kingdoms would be engaged in titanic wars. He said: “And you shall hear of wars and
rumors of wars: see that you be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.” Matthew 24:6,7. These great wars
involving “kingdom against kingdom,” with the famines, pestilences and earthquakes which the Savior
grouped together in His prophecy, would be “in divers places.” Christ made it clear that a war limited to
Palestine would not constitute a sign of His coming, but when wars became nigh universal, involving
kingdoms against kingdoms, they would be signs of “the end of the world.”

It is only within recent years that there have been coined the designations “World War F’ and
“World War IV’ Wars have undergone a fundamental change within recent years. Feudal and dynastic
conflicts were fought with small armies and few casualties in comparison with modern world wars in which
many millions of mobilized men make up the might of each contesting nation, and in which there are
millions of casualties. Ancient and mediaeval wars were fought with Lilliputian arms. The map of the
world was changed and the political destinies of nations were decided by 5,000 to 30,000 soldiers.

The Battle of Hastings, which delivered England into the hands of the Normans, found 7,000
Normans arrayed against 4,000 to 7,000 Anglo-Saxons. Napoleon’s famous battles were fought with
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hundreds of thousands, but it was not until World War I with its 66,000,000 enlisted men that the greatness
of world-embracing wars was seen, and the full significance of the Savior’s prophetic statement could be
properly understood. World War II was more world-embracing that the First World War, and was a globe-
encircling “total” war, which involved practically the entire population of the nations in the struggle. Thus
we see that wars are increasing in intensity, in the extent of territory involved, in the number of nations
engaged, and in the number of civilians affected.

Up till within recent years battles were practically confined to the open spaces and the fields far
removed from the cities and home. But in World War II, more than in World War I, the cities and home
became the front line of battle. And even more so than in the last great conflagration, in the next world war
its horrors will be brought to cities and homes and people far, far removed from the territory of the nation
or nations against whom war is being waged. With mighty air machines flying on the wings of the winds to
any place on the globe, with projectiles hurtled across many hundreds if not thousands of miles, with
atomic dust and other deadly means of spreading death far and wide, scarcely any place on earth will be
immune from man-made disasters.

The Lord’s prophecy was that the end would not come until wars involved the whole world, but
then they would become signs that His coming was near at hand. Having seen two world wars and noticing
the greater extent of territory, longer time, more people involved and far greater destruction of the Second
World War, we know that we have witnessed that which Jesus said would herald His second coming. The
next world war will exceed the previous world wars in extent of territory and people involved and also in
destructiveness. The earth will become a vast battlefield. ‘Thus said the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go
forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. And the
slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth.”
Jeremiah 25:32. Goodspeed’s translation reads: “Behold, trouble is spreading from nation to nation.”

The present troubles of the world are not confined to a few nations, but in turn each nation has its
own trouble. These world conditions will multiply and magnify with the passing of time, until the greatest
time of trouble among the nations occurs immediately preceding and at the time of the Savior’s Second
Advent. The prophecy reads: “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which stands for the
children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even
to that same time. And at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall bee found written in
the book.” Daniel 12:1.

The plain teachings of the Scriptures are supported by cold calculations based upon the facts of
history. The following extract is taken from the Bendigo “Advertiser,” June 16, 1934: “Does war tend to
decline as nations become more civilized? Many philosophers have said so, but now two American
sociologists have turned the cold and dispassionate eye of science upon the question, and they express the
view that future wars, fiercer than ever fought before, apparently can be avoided only by a miracle. Far
from declining, wars increase in number and intensity as nations progress.” After giving quite a convincing
array of figures from actual pages of history, this excellent article says: “The figures show clearly that
despite the many glamorous stories of chivalrous conflict that have come down to the present generation,
war was comparatively insignificant among man’s activities up to the seventeenth century in Europe.

Beginning with that century it increased enormously ... But in the first part of the present century
war reached unprecedented height, exceeding in sum total all the wars fought during preceding centuries in
these eight European countries.”

A group of Harvard University professors, aided by a number of European and American scholars,
recently concluded a study of the last 2,500 years in relation to wars and international disturbances.
Specifically, this study included 902 war and 1,615 international disturbances in the 2,500-year period In
their amazing conclusions, these learned professors disclosed that the first quarter of this twentieth century
was “the bloodies period in all history ... the war index for the twentieth century was eight times greater
than all preceding centuries. The average man of the thirteenth century had 6,500 more chances to die in
bed than have his descendants of the twentieth century.” What an indictment this is on our present
civilization! And yet how adequately these glaring facts help us to realize that conditions today are but a
fulfillment of Christ’s own prophecy

The two World Wars have brought us to the time when the world entered into a time of trouble
that would increase until it would end in the greatest “time of trouble” the nations have ever known since
the dawn of time. (See Daniel 12:1.) After pointing with unerring finger to the world-shaking wars with
their associated national famines, pestilences, fears, trouble and distresses, the Savior said: “These are the
beginnings of sorrows.” See Matthew 24:6-8; Mark 13:7,8; Luke 21:25-27 Concerning the word “sorrows”
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(mentioned in Matthew 24:8 Mark 13:8), we read in the margin of Mark 13:8: “The word in the original
imports the pains of a woman in travail.” “Birth-pangs” or “travail pangs.” A new kingdom is about to be
born, but the sorrows of the world will continue to grow more intense until that glorious day when the
Savior will rend the heavens and, quickly descending the skies ablaze with His infinite splendors, He will
“destroy them that destroy the earth,” and usher in His everlasting kingdom of blessedness and peace. The
Master’s cheering voice is heard echoing down the corridors of time: “And when you see these things begin
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draws nigh.” Luke 21:28. The
darker the outlook the brightness shines the star heralding the coming of Christ. We must hasten our
preparation to meet Him in peace.

6. THE PRICE OF WAR IN DEATH
THE FULFILMENT OF THE SAVIOUR’S PROPHECY

“It is computed that up till the middle of the nineteenth century no less than 6,860,000,000 men
have perished on the field of battle. Those men could populate Britain as it is composed today, 172 times ...
This army, resurrected and formed into a four-deep marching rank, would make a line 974,431 miles long.”
Concerning the fatalities of World War I, this same writer says: “Eight million were killed. Fifteen million
were mutilated. Thirty million were wounded. So that fifty-three million men were physically altered by the
searing kiss of lead and steel in the four years between 1914 and 1918.

“The material losses were £80,000,000,000 sterling. Just what these figures mean has been
graphically shown by Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, mathematically-bent American. ‘With this sum,” he
writes, ‘we could have built a £500 house filled with £200 worth of furniture, and surrounded by five acres
of ground at £20 an acre, for every family in the United States, Canada, Australia, England, Wales, Ireland,
Scotland, France, Belgium, Germany and Russia.” Not content with these amazing figures Dr. Butler goes
on to show that there would be enough money left over after this had been done to give every city of 20,000
or more population in each one of these countries a library worth £1,000,000, and a university costing
£2,000,000. ‘And with the remainder,” he continues, ‘there would still be enough left from our four
hundred billions to buy all France and Belgium that is, all their farms, houses, factories, churches, railways,
and highways.” ”” - Browning Thompson in MAN, September, 1939.

These figures present a fairly imposing estimate of what war has been worth to the world. But
greater than the cost in lives and property of World War I is the colossal cost of World War 11, which
involved seven-eighths of the world’s 2,100,000,000 people. The sixty million casualties reported indicate
the measure of suffering caused by World War II. To the 30,000,000 estimated deaths at the cessation of
hostilities must be added the numbers who have died since, either from war wounds or from starvation and
disease. It is reported that 10,000,000 died as a result of the Japanese invasion of China, that 50,000,000
were rendered homeless, and that 2,000,000 children lost both their parents. The mind staggers as one reads
of the slaughter of millions of Jews, and of Poles, and the millions of others destroyed or rendered
homeless.

WHAT WORLD WAR II COST RUSSIA

Russia had 1,700 towns and 70,000 villages destroyed, and more than 10,000,000 were made
homeless. Writing of the cost to Russia of World War II, Prof. Walter Murdoch stated: “Russia has just
emerged from a war in which she suffered incomparably greater losses than any other country. With one
out of every ten of her people killed. With twelve of her greatest cities blown to bits. With her mills and
factories, and most of the industrial machinery on which she had pinned her hopes, wrecked beyond repair;
with a vast area left with nothing but memories of the torture endured when it was overrun by an enemy
who knew no pity.” - The Herald (Melbourne), 12/07/1947.

The Moscow News now reports that every home damaged in the rural areas has been restored, and
more than 1,019,000 houses have been erected since. This is said to be 2,000 more homes than were
destroyed during the war, and they provide living quarters for 9,000,000 peasants and their families.

WHAT WORLD WAR II COST BRITAIN
Britain, between the two wars, lost her lead in industrial equipment, and she suffered a greater
setback in the last war, when 25,000 factories and four million houses were destroyed or damaged at a cost
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of £1,500 million. Shipping losses totaled £700 million, and arrears of maintenance and replacement
accumulated to £900 million. The cost to Britain of World War II is indicated in the following figures given
by a special sub-committee of the United Nations: Cash, 21,000 million sterling. Housing, three out of 10
houses destroyed. Shipping, one half of pre-war tonnage lost. Overseas investment, income reduced to
below half. In hard figures this is probably as near as can be estimated, but the full debit in blood and
treasure is surely beyond assessment. One of every three houses in Britain suffered bomb damage, and
everyone of nearly 50 million Britains for years has had a lower standard of living. After patiently enduring
a rigid economy and maintaining a consistent industrial output, conditions in England have somewhat
improved. Britain will spend £2,000 million this year on capital investments to pay her way when Marshall
Aid ends in 1952. This record expenditure represents one-fifth of the national income. An imposing crop of
factories and power plants is rising throughout the country. Up till the time of writing, more than 700 new
factories have been completed since the war and licenses have been granted for nearly 3,000 factories
worth £133 million. But with all the enormous capital expenditure, which will increase in the coming three
years, it is estimated that the standard of living will be improved only five per cent. Paying for the last war
and preparations for another possible war continues to throw a strain upon the national income.

THE WORLD STILL PAYS FOR WORLD WAR 11

Who can adequately visualize the vast amount of suffering and misery endured by so many
millions of people in England, France, Belgium, Holland, Norway, Germany, Poland, Russia, Greece,
Rumania, Albania, Yugoslavia, Italy, China, Burma, the Philippines, and the Dutch East Indies? The war
affected multitudes of people over vast territories, and left a trail of indescribable ruin and misery. Who can
compute the frightful havoc of the war in broken homes and separated families and upon the lives and
property of multiplied millions? Who can estimate the loss of health, and the suffering caused by
imprisonment or in concentration camps, torture, or prolonged starvation? Terrible as suffering was during
the war, it did not cease when the war ended. Millions are still suffering from the war’s aftermath, though,
due to a merciful God providing better harvests in some countries of the world and also in some countries
providing milder weather, there has been a measure of improvement in certain aspects of world conditions
generally.

Our purpose in reminding the reader of the harrowing conditions that have followed as the fruitage
of World War II is to draw attention to the fulfillment of Bible prophecy and also that it might be better
realized the more terrible conditions which would surely result from the more devastating disasters to be
reaped from World War III. We are on the threshold of events of the greatest magnitude. Unprecedented,
world-shaking conditions are swiftly approaching. Greater changes are soon to take place in our world. The
world will witness the greatest upheavals and confusion, and the greatest events of all human history, and
these will come as an overwhelming surprise to those who have not been studying the Scriptures, which
have so graphically depicted these ominous, portentous days in which we live.

When the Savior foretold the conditions which would prevail before His Second Advent, He
grouped together great wars and famines and pestilence. See Matthew 24:7. The world has witnessed the
solemn fulfillment of this accurate prophecy. Hunger, disease, overcrowding, cold, and lack of covering
swept many countries in the wake of the last war far more terribly than after World War I. We quote from
the Melbourne Herald, 30/06/1948: “Nutrition experts say that 30 million children will die of starvation in
Europe this year unless food can be found for them. There are 50 million existing on rations below pre-war
standard; of these, it is believed, 25 million have tuberculosis.”

Through the magnificent work of various organizations the terrible tragedies and travail produced
by the war are gradually being ameliorated, though much still remains to be done. The International
Children’s Emergency Fund Organization reported that 70 per cent of all children under 14 suffered from
tuberculosis in war-devastated countries.

The cables of 16/03/1949 informed us that “more than 100 people are dying in Yugoslavia every
day as a result of a tuberculosis epidemic which is now raging in Eastern Europe. Incidence of the disease
in Yugoslavia is second only to that in Poland, where 50,000 persons died of it in 1946. These facts were
revealed here (Belgrade) recently by Dr. Paul Anderson, of the Danish Red Cross.... Five and a half million
European children have already been tested and about 2,000,000 vaccinated up to the beginning of last
December.... The United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) ... continues to
devote the greater part of its resources to the fight against undernourishment-a legacy of the war. Funds
allocated at the end of December to Yugoslavia stood at over £1,750,000.” - The Herald, 16/03/1949.

So that we might be impressed with the remarkable fulfillment of the Savior’s prophecy and also
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to be able to better visualize conditions which would follow a Third World War, we present a description
given by Sir Bertram Stevens of conditions following World War II:

“I have caught a glimpse of places (in eastern territories) that have been broken by war or years of
neglect-places that are ugly with the scars of poverty, defective hygiene and broken buildings, their streets
full of women and little children unkempt and thin and undernourished. It is said that, this year, more
people will die of starvation in the world than were killed in one year of the great World War. They will die
because the world has not enough food for them. Last year it produced less than in 1938. They will die
because the world just hasn’t caught up with the tremendous job of rebuilding places broken by war s
destruction where, formerly, production of basic foods flourished. They will die because . . . the world is
not able to give them plant and equipment with which to set the wheels of production turning in their own
countries.” - The Herald, 14/07/1948.

Sir John Boyd-Orr retired director-general of the food and agriculture organization of United
Nations, last year declared: “Even with a succession of good harvests a world-wide scarcity of the principal
foods would continue. Present deficiencies were due to the devastation of war in Europe, where grain
production had fallen from a pre-war average of 61 million tons of wheat and rye to 36 million tons after
the terrible winter of 1947. There were no new continents to be discovered, and in the new continents there
was no more virgin land to be exploited. Conclusion of the 17 nations who considered the matter from
November, 1946, to March, 1947, was that in the next 25 years food production would need to be doubled
to meet the justifiable demands of the world. This problem of restoring and developing soil fertility was so
vast and so difficult that, to be successful quickly enough, there must be a pooling of resources and an
intensity of effort equal to that made during the war to defeat Nazism.” - Melbourne “Sun,” 12/07/1948.

Instead of the nations pooling their resources “in an intensity of effort” to make the world “free
from want,” the nations are again piling up their resources for World War III. Sir John Boyd-Orr also
declares: “The whole human race is crumbling to destruction. There is only a 50-50 chance of solving the
food problem, and if it is not solved there will be world chaos in the next 50 years.

“The nations are insane. They are spending one-third of their national income in preparing for the
next war instead of using the world’s steel and industrial production to conserve the resources of the land.”-
The Herald, 05/05/1948.

Prof. W. Friedmann says:

“Within the last year one expert report after another has painted a somber picture of a world
population increasing despite wars and famines, at a rate vastly exceeding the development of food
resources, which are being depleted by soil erosion, deforestation, unscientific farming and, last but not
least, wars and social chaos. One of the most tragic aspects of the present situation is that nations exhausted
and on the brink of ruin after a devastating war should prepare for another, when even a peaceful world
would nave to devote all its energies and resourcefulness to international action against hunger and disease.
Freedom from fear is indeed only the elementary condition for a successful fight against freedom from
want. Another major war will leave no hope for either freedom.”

The world was never so hungry. In Europe, in China, Burma, and Siam, in Russia, in Africa, in
Japan, people are hungry. In his survey, Lord Bruce pointed out’ that the world faces the prospect in 1951
of having to feed 200 million more people than in 1939, with no more food than was then available. The
facts have been revealed in the 58-nations’ report of the UN Food and Agricultural Organization Council.
The report foreshadows that even if 1948 world harvests achieve the best expectations the world will have a
sufficiency of food only to avert further ration cuts in the poorest-fed countries. The council bases its
findings on the estimate that world population recently has been increasing by about 20 million annually.
(Present statistics declare that “twenty-five million more people are added to the world every year.”) The
council’s belief that the 1939 food production level cannot be exceeded even by 1951 takes into account the
full Marshall Aid program and every known agricultural production plan in the world. Lord Bruce’s council
regards it as imperative to obtain greater food production from every available acre, and by exploiting new
areas. Concentration is urged on undeveloped countries such as Africa and the Middle East.

The Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization, Norris E. Dodd,
says: “More than half the world’s population will go to bed hungry to-night. There will be 55,000 more
people-the daily increase rate of the world’s population-sitting at the breakfast table to-morrow than today.”
- The Herald, 31/01/1949. Mr. Dodd also stated: “It will depend on this year’s harvest whether the people
eat or die. There are no surpluses, except a little in the United States, Canada, and Australia. Most of the
world is on low rations. Conditions are far worse in the Far East than in Europe. The situation is most
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critical in China, India and Pakistan.”

According to estimates given by Mr. Dodd, world rice shortage for 1950 will amount to 14 million
tons. This “would mean that from 60 to 100 million of the world’s people will completely lack food.”-The
Herald, 16/03/1949.

Under the caption of “This is Still a Hungry World,” the editor of the Herald, 28/03/1949, draws
attention to the world’s need of food: “Food is not being produced in anything like sufficient quantity to
meet the needs of the world’s population today. Europe increased its output of grain, but still suffers more
acutely than any other continent from a shortage of fats. The overall picture is that 1,000 million people
today are undernourished.”

In fulfillment of the Savior’s prophecy, there have been great wars and in their wake have
followed famines and pestilence. More and more, wars involve the whole of the nations’ population and
resources. “Total war” is a phrase coined to describe modern world wars. In the next world war there will
be displayed such intensity and ferocity, such a world-wide struggle for power that all available resources
will be thrown into the maw of the martial monster. Another, greater holocaust would result in
unprecedented famines and pestilence. It is significant that the last promise and the last prayer found in the
Scriptures (Revelation 22:20), is that Jesus will “come quickly” to end all earthly sorrows.

7. COMING! EARTH’S GREATEST WAR

It is coming! It is coming! Earth’s greatest war is rushing upon the world as a mighty, destructive
tornado. Men’s hearts are filled with dread as they contemplate the terrible possibilities of the near future.
There have been wars in the past, but they fade into comparative insignificance in view of the stark
tragedies, the overwhelming destruction to befall mankind in another world war. Though mankind knows
the fearful fury which will surely be unleashed in the world’s decadent tomorrow, members of the human
family seem powerless to do anything to prevent themselves from being drawn into the horrible vortex.
Sincere Pacifists, with all their altruistic efforts, are as puny men seeking to stay the oncoming rapids of the
Niagara with pitchforks, or as those who would stay the onward sweep of a hurricane by holding up a hand.

It seems incredible that, despite the fact that in the short time of 35 years, two World Wars
plunged millions of people to death, misery and starvation, World War Ill is envisaged. It seems incredible
that, comparatively speaking, scarcely have ceased the sounds of bursting bombs and shattered masonry,
the crackle of burning homes, the shrieks of terrified women and children, the moans of millions of
wounded soldiers and civilians, and the thunderous roar and the leaping, searing cascades of terrifying
power of atomic bombs released over Hiroshima and Nagasaki, when preparations are being made for a far
greater cataclysm. The statement by Dr. Emery Barcs (writing for the “Daily Telegraph”) that every human
being on our globe, children included, is paying about £7 to £10 a year for rearmament, is deplorable when
we consider that the world has not recovered - far from it - from the last great conflict.

While noble men are throwing their energies into an endeavor to overcome “the present
deficiencies due to the devastation of war in Europe,” forces of hate and destruction are working to bring
greater calamities upon the world. Today, in the preparation for World War 111, men are being taken out of
industry and being trained in the handling of implements of war. Huge sums of money and a large cut from
the resources of the nations are being diverted to preparation for the greatest war of all time. Another World
War would cause millions of men to be called from productive activities and employed in the destructive
channels of war. Thus, instead of catching up with the urgent “need for vast quantities of agricultural
equipment, or plant for irrigation and food control, or schemes for forestation,” etc., “the present
deficiencies due to the devastation of war” would be greatly magnified by another, ruinous war.

War’s destructive capacity has now reached such appalling possibilities that “men’s hearts” are
“Tailing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth.” (Luke 21:26).

Yet, despite the frightful havoc wrought by the last war, and the miseries which continue to blight
much of Europe and many other countries, mankind, standing in the ruins of broken cities, continues in a
course of action which must inevitably lead to a far greater holocaust. “Western Germany is still, nearly
four years after the end of the war, one gigantic heap of rubble. There are still thousands of streets in all the
larger bombed cities of Western Germany where rubble has not even been cleared from the pavements . . . a
very large proportion of the 50,000,000 people in this country still have nowhere reasonably decent to
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live.” (“The Age,” Literary Section, 12/03/1949).

With such appalling evidences before men of the frightful cost of war, the world is again being
irresistibly drawn by the god of war into the deadly vortex.

It is freely declared that civilization could not survive the next war in which atomic bombs and
other devastating weapons of war, death rays, and disease-bearing missiles are employed. With new and
terrifying weapons of destruction, man stands on the verge of self-destruction. There is a race against time.
Thoughtful men stand aghast at the grim horrors which threaten to engulf mankind within a few short years.

“If we are to preserve ourselves,” wrote Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, Chancellor of the University of
Chicago, “we must acknowledge that a world crisis exists - not next week nor to-morrow, but now, today,
for there is very little time remaining.

Scientists, writes Leland Stowe in While Time Remains, “have assured us that Armageddon and
Doomsday are now suspended over the heads of our generation.” (Page 12). “In your lifetime and in mine -
at any time after another four of five years - it is now conceivable that atomic rockets and similar missiles
may destroy between 100,000,000 an 500,000,000 human beings; a large percentage of them Americans. “-
Page 21.

Dr. Stafford L. Warren, radiological scientist describing the results of radioactivity set off by the
explosion of atomic bombs, writes:

“Warring nations would not be the only ones to suffer. The bombs set off by both sides would
send great masses of radioactive chemicals high into the stratosphere-so high that they would not come
down with the next rain. They would come down gradually until every human being, every animal,” every
insect, every plant would probably be destroyed or sterilized.”

Commenting upon the possibility that radio-active particles, released in the upper atmosphere, and
spreading for thousands of miles, might have disastrous consequences on people living even at immense
distances from the scene of the original explosion, Stephen King-Hall in his National News-letter,
compared it with the results of the Krakatoa eruption of August 26, 1883. Air waves generated by the blast
traveled several times around the world. This volcanic explosion in the Dutch East Indies was of such
enormous intensity that dust therefrom traveled over the greater part of the world, causing everywhere, a
magnificent series of sunsets. Likewise, King-Hall suggested, “the radio-active forces mentioned above are
quite capable of causing the sunset of human civilization.”

According to John J. O’Neill, science editor of the New York Herald Tribune, “the energy
released in a uranium explosion is beyond imagination. The blast of flying neutrons comes as a wind with a
velocity of millions of miles an hour. Everything within a mile of the explosion is vaporized. The
temperatures generated are comparable to the temperatures of the sun. No wonder aviators one hundred
miles away from Hiroshima saw a light ‘brighter than the sun!” (“The Blast That Shook the World,” The
Reader’s Digest, October, 1945).

The bomb which exploded over Hiroshima caused the heart of the city to disappear. It blotted out
19,983 people so completely that no trace of them was discovered. Within a mile of the center of the city,
nine out of every ten people died. Within a zone covering three square miles, only three out of ten survived.
Final death roll was 92,133. More than 100,000 were injured and disfigured. Writing of his recent visit to
Hiroshima, G. Ward Price says: “The idea that for a generation all life at Hiroshima and Nagasaki would be
poisoned by radio activity has proved a delusion. No destructive influence remains there, and so Hiroshima
once more has 250,000 people with daphne and peach-blossoms decorating the gardens as before.” (“The
Herald,” 26/03/1949).

The fact that Hiroshima’s blasted nine square miles are being rapidly restored is feeble comfort for
those slain by the terrible blast, and should afford no satisfaction to those who would be victims of an
atomic war. Professor Marcus Oliphant, the Australian-born authority on nuclear physics, informed us
sometime ago that human ability to use atomic power for destruction has now reached the state where one
bomb would suffice to obliterate one city. The type of bomb which it is now possible to make, is 600 times
more Powerful than the one dropped on Nagasaki. General MacArthur is reported to have said: “The finest
explosive in the world is TNT, but the Hiroshima bomb was equal to 20,000 tons of TNT. We are now
ready with one equal to 20,000,000 tons.” “The Sun,” 28/01/1946). A bomb 1,000 times more powerful
than the one dropped on Hiroshima would produce indescribable destruction.

Three days after the bomb exploded over Hiroshima, the second atom bomb exploded at ground
level at Nagasaki. One and a half square miles of the city was totally destroyed. More than 39 * 000 people
died. More than 25,000 were injured. The gigantic Mitsubishi steel works, hundreds of yards long, looked
like a child’s mechanical toy on which someone had trodden.
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Facing the dread possibilities of the near future, the scientists who co-operated to produce the
atomic bomb, and other leading thinkers, have fearful forebodings. Dr. Harold C. Urey, Professor of
Chemistry at the University of Chicago, expressed his feelings in an article in Collier’s, January 5, 194
He began by writing:

“I write this to frighten you. I’m a frightened man, myself. All the scientists I know are frightened
- frightened for their lives - and frightened for your life. I hear people talking about the possible use of the
atomic bomb in war. As a scientist, I tell you there must never be another war.”

But, of course, there will be another war. Booth Tarkington, issued an Armistice Day message for
November 11, 1945. It was entitled, “It’s Time to be Afraid.” he said:

“For decades with every improvement of artillery, airplanes, or explosives, optimists have said,
‘Now there will be no more wars because the destruction would be too horrible.” But there were more wars.
The holocausts and the massacres destroyed human beings by tens of thousands, and all their works and
property with them - and the wars went on. Thirty million people perished in this war. Many of those
millions were people of the conqueror countries, for in such conflicts, the winners are only less horribly
damaged than the losers. And the atomic bomb says to mankind, “You ain’t seen nothing yet: Wait till your
next war.” From now on, the nations are like a family in a house with walls built of dynamite.”

It is reported that already enough atom bombs have been made to reduce every major city of the
world to a smoking ruin. There are also other fearful weapons of destruction. Sometime ago, General H. H.
Arnold was asked to reveal some of the new weapons already in preparation in the U.S.A. and other
countries. Said he:

“We can direct rockets to targets by electronic devices and new instruments which guide them
accurately to sources of heat, light and magnetism. Drawn by their own fuses, such rockets will streak
unerringly to the heart of big factories, attracted by the heat of the furnaces. They are so sensitive, that in
the space of a large room, they aim themselves toward a man who enters, in reaction to the heat of his
body.” Within the next few years, he said, there will be produced jet-propelled bombers with speeds of 500
to 600 miles an hour, flying to targets 1,500 miles distant, at altitudes above 40,000 feet. Development of
very large bombers, to operate in the stratosphere at supersonic speeds and carrying bomb loads of more
than 100,000 pounds, already is certain.

“These aircraft will have sufficient range to attack any spot on the earth and return to a friendly
base.”

An American air-war expert, Colonel Dale O. Smith, in giving a realistic and frightening forecast
of the terrible destruction to be wrought in the early days of an atomic war, says: “With the atomic bomb
conservatively figured as having 200 times the destructive power of conventional bombs, 300 Super-
Fortresses could drop explosive power equal to that dropped on Germany by all American bombers in
World War 11.” Pointing out that 300 bombers would be equivalent to six years of the old sustained
bombing, Smith asks: “How can we conceivably bomb with such a force for more than a month and expect
to have any targets remaining.” (“The Herald,” 27/12/1948).

All the destruction wrought by aerial bombardment in Europe throughout the last war could have
been accomplished by a few planes, each carrying a single atomic bomb! A few hundred men could destroy
in one night - in one bombing raid -all the major cities on the continent and cause all the other devastation
which thousands of men and tens of thousands of planes brought to pass! How rapid has been the growth of
man’s destructive powers!

It is reported that the “United States scientists have developed the technique of forming a radio-
active cloud deadlier than the first atom bomb, and fatal to any human. Clouds could not only be created,
but natural clouds could be impregnated with radio-activity, and used when winds were blowing toward the
enemy.” (“The Herald,” 25/03/1948).

A bomb dropped near the coast adjacent to cities would cause radio-active spray to cover the cities
with a coating which would remain for sometime. Such would be the fate of the principle cities of the
world.

“While the overseas cables continue to bring reports of new developments in rocket weapons and
of the colossal capacity for destruction embodied in new atomic missiles, it is recalled that just four years
have elapsed since the last German rocket fell in England. Nearly 10,000 residents of Britain were killed or
seriously injured by supersonic weapons, against which there was almost no defense. If rocket bombs could
then be launched in one country, and minutes later kill and main in another, what new weapons could
science provide today - four years afterwards?” (“The Age,” 22/03/1949).

When the war in Europe closed, the Germans were experimenting on piloted rocket missiles that it
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was thought would be capable of crossing the Atlantic in seventeen minutes. “The Deputy Chief of the
Army-Air Forces (Lieutenant-General Ira Eaker), forecast that any one of the principal industrial nations
could develop a rocket-bomb which would travel 3,000 to 5,000 miles at 2,000 miles an hour. Such a
missile, with an atomic warhead of 20 tons of TNT, could be delivered with accuracy.” (“The Herald,”
01/03/1946).

“Another secret war weapon has been revealed by the Bell Telephone Laboratories. This was the
‘bat’ glider bomb, which with radar in its nose, automatically tracked down enemy warships and
merchantmen for miles until it hit the target.” (“The Herald,” 09/03/1946).

The R.O.C. high-angle television radio-controlled bomb can be guided to its target through a
television “eye” in its nose. The bomb can be controlled from a mother plane or a land station.

Citizens of capital cities or of important industrial centers should know that from some unknown
spot thousands of miles away annihilation could come within an hour if somebody pressed a button of a
super “V” weapon that was trained on it. The Daily Mail Science Editor declared sometime ago: “This is
not a Wellsian nightmare. American scientists can produce weapons capable of 3,000 m.p.h., and capable
of dropping on, or near enough to, the target to do their job.” The Herald.

Man now possesses lethal weapons of such colossal magnitudes, weapons so destructive that a few
years ago they were beyond the wildest imagination to conceive. In one-tenth of a second a city of 200,000
can be wiped out, an entire country can be depopulated in a single night. Weapons which are said to be
“more terrible than the atomic bomb” may be employed in World War III. American scientists have
discovered a mysterious German gas described as “the most horrible weapon developed during World War
I.” The formula is probably known in Britain, France and the Soviet Union. “Even more horrifying is the
research, far advanced during the war and continued since, into biological warfare. This is no longer
confined to poison gas or much-discussed germ warfare. New horrors have been introduced. They include
sprays which would destroy vegetation and produce in man biological monstrosities even H. G. Wells
never dared to imagine, and clouds of radio-active poison.” Trevor Smith in The Herald, 30/05/1947.

Says Harper’s Magazine, of May, 1948: “The smallest civilized nation can plan, develop, and
direct large-scale production of bacteria and toxins.” Safely arriving over its target an airplane could deliver
its death freight and entire country sides and cities depopulated. “Biological warfare cannot be ‘controlled’
by international agreement. It would be impossible for any system of international inspection to prevent
secret manufacture and effective attack with such weapons. When one considers, for example, that with one
dozen eggs, enough psittacosis virus can he produced to provide an infective dose for every man, woman,
and child on this earth, and that immense quantities of virus could be made by a saboteur even in a small
laboratory, the magnitude of the threat becomes apparent.” Harper’s Magazine.

“Rear-Admiral Zacharias, who directed American naval intelligence activities during the war,
reports the existence of other weapons which could wipe the last vestige of human, animal, and vegetable
life off the face of the earth. The weapons are not an American monopoly. They are being manufactured
now, and several nations are known to have them. They are weapons of a biological, bacteriological, and
climatological nature, and are shrouded in the deepest military secrecy ... They would permit the waging of
inter-continental war at long distances, and are designed to destroy life in enormous areas.” The “Argus,”
31/10/1947.

“The atomic bomb is only one of the terrible things in store for mankind if it persists in pursuing
the path of war.” Professor Olipliant. Rear-Admiral Luis de Florez, deputy-director of the U.S. Navy Office
of Research and Inventions predicts the use of “manmade tidal waves and glaciers, atomic dust and
bacterial war.” The “Herald,” 06/08/1947. The day of man shooting plane, plane bringing down plane, and
ship sinking ship has passed, he claims. In the next war the objective will be the complete wiping out of the
population of whole areas and the destruction, or at least the complete disruption, of whole nations.

Dr. Oliphant says: “We have now come to an impasse, where we have either to get rid of war or
face up to the fact that within a quarter of an hour of war being declared the cities of this country (Britain)
or other countries engaged in war will be in ruins. The bombs will be delivered by rocket.” “New York
Times,” November 4, 1945.

“Lieutenant General George Kennedy, Commander of the Strategic Air Forces, said today, that an
enemy using atomic weapons could inflict 25 million casualties and knock out U.S. industries on the first
day of another war. He added that in the next war a devastating atomic attack would be delivered across the
North Polar Basin.” The “Herald,” 27/01/1947.

“Atomic bombs 1,000 times more powerful than those used on Japan, able to devastate 400 square
miles at a single blow, are forecast as a possibility of the future by Professor Edward Teller, a leading



22

Europe And Armageddon

American Atomic scientist. Professor Teller, who worked on the atomic bomb project, makes this
prediction in an article in the monthly publication, ‘Bulletin of Atomic Scientists.” An enemy releasing
such bombs off the Pacific Coast, he says, could endanger the entire United States by radioactivity, without
delivering a single bomb into American territory.” The “Herald,” 18/02/1947.

How many and to what extent these most terrible weapons of modern warfare will actually be
employed in the next World War may be uncertain. Who can say, when viewing the general depravity of
the human heart that in desperate extremity, man will not resort to such diabolical methods? Remember, the
most civilized nation on earth, by material standards, dropped the first atomic bomb. Poison gas was used
in World War I by both sides.

However, the Scriptures do unmistakably declare that the days immediately preceding the coming
of Christ will be characterized by great destruction. The significance of these prophetic statements could
not have been fully appreciated until now when man has produced lethal weapons of such appalling
destructiveness.

“The British Director of Civil Defense (Sir John Hodsoll) said atomic bombs of any future war
will pile rubble so high that rescuers will have to use mountain-climbing techniques. He told a meeting of
civil defense instructors at Southgate: ‘In the event of another war, atom bomb damage will not be an
incident; it will be a battlefield. Helicopters may be used to photograph the devastation and we may be able
to televise a picture of the damage back to the man in charge of the civil defense forces. Damage will be so
great it will be necessary to use bulldozers to break through the enormous mountains of rubble. Some civil
defense personnel will have to be trained as commandos for mountain warfare. Rescue parties will have to
go over mounds of debris carrying equipment on their backs. Casualties might have to be taken out by
helicopter!” The Herald, 16/04/1949.

“Man now has weapons capable of destroying the human race; Dr. Brock Chisholm, secretary of
the World Organization of the United Nations, told the American Psychiatric Association in an address
today. He said it would be profitless to go into details of just how the race may be wiped out-by atomic
reaction, or by unleashing biological weapons now available, or in some other way. ‘Wars in the past
brought only piecemeal killing-a few hundreds here, a few thousands there, and a few millions now and
then,” said Dr. Chisholm. ‘Only now has the greatest potential menace that has ever been known to man-
man’s own scientific knowledge-become capable of destroying all mankind.” The Herald, 20/05/1947.

Writing in “The Christian Century,” on October 24, 1945, Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison says:
“Scientists agree that only some sort of world control holds out much hope that a few years hence the
nations will not be pushing their buttons and hurtling their robot-guided bombs thousands of miles through
space against one another. Mankind must be made to realize that the world now faces unimaginable danger.
It (the earth) can be made a dead planet like the moon or Mars, or a ball of nuclear flame like the sun.

“The full impact of the discovery of such possibilities must be brought home to all men. From now
on we must accept the fact, never before grasped, that our world is a precarious world, that we cannot take
its future for granted.”

Professor Murdoch says: “If another war comes, a nation fighting for existence will use the
deadliest weapon it possesses, no matter how sternly it may have been outlawed. Either war is doomed, or
we are all doomed. We may be standing on the threshold of a new and better era. If not, civilization is
under sentence of death.” The Herald, 23/02/1946.

The world would do well to heed an article by H. G. Wells in which he described “his last words
to humanity.” Dealing with man’s inability to cope with his own inventiveness, Mr. Wells wrote:

“The world is at the end of its tether. The end of every thing we call life is at hand and cannot be
evaded. I am convinced there is no way out, or around, or through the impasse. It is the end.” The Herald,
29/10/1945.

When outlining events which would herald His return to earth, Jesus prophesied the conditions
that now exist among the nations. Today many notable men unconsciously testify to the accuracy of the
Savior’s prophetic words. “Then said He unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom” (Luke 21:10). “And upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity. Men’s hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth. And then shall they see the Son
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then
look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draws nigh.” (Luke 21:25-28).
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8. APPROACHING RAPIDLY-THE WORLD’S CRISIS HOUR.
SIGNS SEEN IN SPEED AND SPACE

As the silent waters of a placid stream quicken in pace and swirl on in ever-increasing agitation,
and finally they rush with ever-increasing tumult until precipitated thunderously over the falls, so are
current conditions in the stream of time. The ever increasing intensity of present conditions and current
happenings indicate that we are rapidly approaching the crisis of the ages, and that the long-awaited, yet
universally dreaded, climax is right upon us.

Thoughtful men everywhere recognize that during recent years there has come a marked speeding-
up process in world affairs. Things are now moving at tremendous speed. Epochal events and decisive
changes pass before us day by day with startling rapidity. Mr. Lloyd George once expressed it thus: “There
are times in history when the world spins so leisurely along its destined course that it seems for centuries to
be at a standstill. There are also times when it runs along at a giddy pace, covering the track of centuries in
a year. These are the times we are living in now.”

Since the time Mr. Lloyd George made this statement we have witnessed an acceleration of events
and changes, a kind of speeding up of history, that has been absolutely without parallel in the history of the
world. During recent years the march of events has made them an epoch besides which previous great eras,
even those covering the longest periods of time, sink into relative insignificance. In every phase of human
life and activity the forces that make for change have been acting with explosive, volcanic energy for which
there is no comparison in all history. Faster and faster speed the waters of human events. We are ‘low in the
rapids, and those who view the fast-moving events in the light of Bible prophecy already hear the mighty
roar of the soon coming cataract.

An intensity has taken hold of mankind-things are moving rapidly toward the climax of Satan’s
kingdom. The last movements will be rapid ones. Says the prophet: “The great day of the Lord is near, it is
near, and hastens greatly- (Zephaniah 1:14). Moffat’s translation reads: “The Eternal God’s day is near,
near, speeding apace ... rushing on like a warrior. ““ See also Daniel 12:4. God’s last warning message to the
world is depicted as an angel flying “in the midst of heaven.” Revelation 14:6, 7.

The Scriptures declare: “For He will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a
short work will the Lord make upon the earth.” (Romans 9: 28). Commenting upon the first chapter of the
book of Ezekiel, one devout Christian writer says: “The bright light going among the living creatures with
the swiftness of lightning represents the speed with which this work will finally go forward to completion.”

Since man accepted Satan’s subtle suggestions to sin, the Lord has designed that mankind should
be broken up and scattered throughout the earth. At the tower of Babel, men determined to build a huge
centralized government, contrary to God’s plan. And they said, “Go to, let us build us a city and a tower,
whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of
the earth. And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men built. And the
Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do and now
nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there
confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech. So the Lord scattered them
abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name
of it called Babel (margin, i.e., Confusion); because the Lord did there confound the language of all the
earth: and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.” (Genesis 11:1-9).

People united in their determination not to “be scattered abroad upon the face of the earth.” In His
infinite wisdom, the Creator knew that such a plan was not good for man, for so long as sin is in the heart
so long will there be strife among men and rebellion against God. God caused various groups to speak in
different languages to break up the human family and to “scatter them abroad upon the face of all the
earth.” In anticipation of unfolding events the Lord, at the time of the flood, had caused the continents to be
separated by great expanses of oceans. Thus were prepared lands far removed for various nations to dwell
and to live out their own way of life and to carve out their own destinies.

The underlying principle of Satan’s kingdom is that of self exaltation. Having accepted this
principle, man endeavors to lord it over his fellowman. Wherever those rule who are not under the
dominion of God’s Holy Spirit, they use various forms of compulsion in order to maintain their self-willed
authority over their fellowman. By dividing the world by languages and continents, the Lord lessened the
danger of a dominating personality, led by Satan, controlling the world and making the work of salvation
nigh impossible. In the past this also made it difficult for one nation or people to make war with distant
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nations and peoples.

Human history-and particularly European history-presents abundant testimony to the fact that man
cannot congregate together for long without strife and bloodshed. Today the world that was divided by God
is being brought together by man’s inventions. Distant nations are no longer isolated. The most removed
spot on the earth can now be reached by travelers in a few days. By radio the world lives in the same room,
hearing the same speech. What occurs in the morning in countries farthest removed is read in the evening
papers of other nations. Even the most primitive people are now becoming acquainted with the radio,
airplane, etc.

As in the long ago, the all-absorbing thought in the minds of many influential folks today is the
ideal of “one world.” Education must be internationalized with world textbooks directed by a world
university. It is hoped to establish one world church and one world government. As Satan led men to plan
and work to that end in the long ago, so he seeks to lead men that way today. As the Lord brought that plan
to naught in the long ago, so will He bring it to naught today. The faster man’s inventions enable him to
travel from nation to nation, the more quickly he hastens that day when the Lord will again intervene in
world affairs and bring to naught mighty, modern Babylon.

A craze for speed has gripped the nations. Time and space are being annihilated. In many ways
there is seen a rising tempo -a hastening as if to some destiny. The rushing of the world to its crisis hour is
illustrated by the ever-increasing speed with which man can hurl himself-or some deadly projectile-through
the air. When airplanes traveled at 200 or 300 miles per hour it seemed that the limit of speed must surely
be reached. But faster and yet faster ‘planes have been hurtled through space.

Because of its speed the jet-bomber is, by all reports, almost immune from interception even by jet
fighters. The U.S. News and World, Report amplifies this as follows:

“Fighter opposition, even by the fastest jet-fighters, becomes no longer a major concern of
bombing missions with the new-type aircraft. Speed of the jet-bombers makes them hard to catch. More
important-at 30,000 to 40,000 feet altitudes where they operate, the larger rudders and ailerons of bombers
will turn a plane faster than will the smaller flaps on fighters. A jetfighter in the stratosphere may ‘skid’ as
much as eighteen miles in making a turn, where a bomber can turn in a fraction of that distance, and thus
avoid an enemy fighter with ease.

“Fewer planes, by far, are to be needed for strategic missions, with the use of these jet-bombers.
Half a dozen of those planes with latest type atom bombs could match the 2,000-plane missions of World
War II in destructive power.”

Two types of these bombers capable of carrying the latest type atom bomb (also developed and in
good stock) have been tested and are in production in the U.S.A. “Bases in the United States, or territory
available to the US, are in striking distance of any spot in Europe or Asia, with ranges the jet bombers are
expected to reach. It means that future wars might be decided in weeks or months, instead of years.”-Ibid.

To supplement the horror of this monstrous weapon the London Times writer substantially agrees
with the U.S. account. Commenting on Britain’s jet-fighters he points out:

“The Meteor takes about six-and-a-half minutes to climb to 30,000 ft., and in that time a jet-
bomber such as the XB-47 (U.S. ten-miles-a- minute strato-jet bomber) could travel about sixty five miles.
Even when the fighter had reached the raider’s altitude it is extremely doubtful whether it would be able to
intercept such a fast-moving target. It would certainly not be able to overtake it in a chase.” (As to this, a
New York Times reporter, watching a U.S. Air Force display, noted that the XB-47 can out speed the best
U.S. jet-fighters-Bulletin).

In man’s effort to annihilate space his records approached the speed of sound, which is 762 m.p.h.
at sea level. With bated breath men spoke of supersonic speeds. But today, the word supersonic is
frequently and casually employed. “The American Bell XI rocket plane is officially stated to have flown at
many times the speed of sound. The U.S.A. Air Force also said that it intended to reach 1,700 m.p.h. at a
height of 80,000 feet. The secretary of the American National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics
recently stated that both the XI and the Navy’s Douglas plane had exceeded the speed of sound by 30 per
cent., and that an American pilotless test missile with a ram-jet engine had exceeded 1,600 m.p.h. in drop
tests.” The Herald, 06/01/1949.

As we already showed in a previous chapter, death-laden rockets travelling at ultra-supersonic
speeds can speedily bring swift death to people thousands of miles away. “The rocket, known as KM2, after
the inventors, Profs. Knoh and Mueller, Germans, is described as having a range of 10,000 miles, with it,
flight controlled by radio for at least 3,000 miles.” The North American Newspaper Alliance.

Writing concerning the events associated with “the day of the Lord,” the apostle Paul wrote: “For
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when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction comes upon them.” I Thessalonians 5:3. The
second coming of Christ will come more suddenly than people think. Jesus said: “Watch you therefore ...
lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping.” Mark 13:35, 36. Three times in the closing chapter of the
Bible Jesus declares: “I come quickly.” Revelation 22:7, 12, 20.

Thoughtful men stand aghast at the grim horrors which threaten to engulf mankind in a few short
years. It is evident that the “good old days” are gone forever, and that mankind is rushing on to its
determined rendezvous with destiny. However, mankind does not need to go on blindly, not knowing the
full import of these tremendous times. In His mercy, God has given to man a clear revelation of the
meaning of the fast-moving events of today and, pointing with unerring accuracy to the far greater events of
to-morrow, shows how he may prepare for the coming storm, with undisturbed tranquility.

War is not only one of the greatest curses known to man, but it is a symptom of spiritual disease.
Writing specifically of the mighty events preceding Armageddon (upon which subject we will deal more
fully later) we are informed that “the spirits of devils” lead the forces of earth to their destruction.
Revelation 16:13, 14. These evil spirits would be unable to thus lead men if they were led by God. Writing
of the ancient Israelites, the sacred historian says: “They chose new gods; then was war in the gates.”
Judges 5:8. Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, declared: “Without Me you can do nothing.” John 15:5. This
applies to nations as well as to individuals. Jesus also says: “You will not come to Me, that you might have
life.” John 5:40. “All that hate Me love death.” Proverbs 8:36. If the nations turned to God and humbly
accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, the frightful horrors of the coming cataclysm would, be
prevented. But, alas, continuing in its sin, the world will again be plunged into a vortex of destruction.
Before the final maelstrom bursts irretrievably, before the final phases of earth’s greatest time of trouble,
the Lord is sending forth His message of salvation unto the ends of the earth. See Revelation 1:1-3; 14:6-
14, etc. Those who heed the instruction given in the Sacred scriptures, claim Jesus as their Savior and
“commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 1 Peter 4:19.

God is holding back the final storm until His Last Message of Mercy is proclaimed to the world.
See Revelation 7:1-3; 14:6-14

Your future is not a matter of chance, eternal life or death is determined by daily choosing to
follow the way of Christ or the way of sin.

9. THE BATTLE OF ARMEGIDDON

Before answering this question from the Bible, let us consider for a moment the developments of
modern military might. We have already presented facts concerning the tremendous scope of territory
involved in modern warfare and of the swift, colossal destruction over a vast area which can be wrought by
one atomic bomb or other frightfully lethal weapons now possessed by man. These are the days when a
battle-front stretches for many hundreds of miles. The armies of Germany and Russia were locked in
deadly combat over a front of 1,500 miles. The field of battle in World War 1II stretched practically across
the globe in the northern hemisphere. World War II involved seven-eighths of the world’s population and
brought the fighting to the remotest Pacific Islands.

At one time, battles were confined mainly to certain areas. Today space is required for the
deployment of armies and navies. “The British Army will need to look outside the confines of Britain for
room to train efficiently,” says the Times today in a leading article on Britain’s and the Empire’s defense
policy. ‘Military training now threatens to expand beyond any accommodation possible in this country.”
The Herald, 23/02/1946. “Australia is believed to have been selected for the Empire experiments because
no other country except Russia had such spaces or opportunities for experiment.” The Herald, 25/07/1947.

“Every writer now dealing with the subject says exactly the same thing-the next war will be fought
between nations thousands of miles apart.” The Herald, 1945. “By sea, land and air the British
Commonwealth’s vast new defense strategy begins to take shape. It embraces as key points remote spots in
the jungle and in ocean areas hitherto unknown to the general public, and covers places as wide apart as
East Africa, Antarctic Islands and Australia’s rocket range. The Australian expedition to Heard Island
(Southern Indian Ocean) and the simultaneous South African hurried occupation of Marion and Prince
Edward Islands (south of Capetown) are all part of the general picture. For naval strategy looms very large-
the British Commonwealth is about to embark on atomic and rocket-gun navies, the forerunner of which
was the recent endurance test off the west coast of Africa by the submarine Alliance. British
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Commonwealth navies of to-morrow will include super-submarines. They will operate not only from main
bases, but from places like Heard Island and Prince Edward Island, and from remote bases such as have not
functioned in previous wars.” The Herald, 6/01/1948.

“World Wars” are not only “total” in their demands upon national resources, but are fought over
vast areas. In the next “world war” parts of the world far-removed from centers of civilization, and hitherto
unknown and undreamed of as key points or bases of strategy, will be employed. The major powers are
seeking “key points” in “remote spots in the jungle and in ocean areas hitherto unknown to the general
public; or remote bases such as have not functioned in previous wars.”

“Why have United States troops been holding maneuvers in the Arctic winter, and why are both
Russia and America rushing up weather stations in the far north? Only two great areas of the world remain
relatively intact, still not completely parceled out between the nations. The Arctic and the Antarctic have
not yet seen a war raging across their inhospitable terrain, but today scientists, geographers and strategists
are redrawing their maps, checking up their instruments, thinking up new ideas-for a Polar war. In
Washington and Moscow they are looking constantly northwards. America and Russia, with Britain, form
the Arctic Powers. And all the theorizing, measuring, establishment of research and weather stations that is
being rushed by Americans and Russians alike has little or nothing to do with civil air transport.

“Civil aviation avoids the Pole, has no need to go near it; but rocket war, or battle with atomic
weapons will, if it ever comes, be waged across the roof of the world. For more than 200 years the North
Polar regions have been known and left in peace.

Today they are highly prized because they are square in the middle of the world’s industrial and
would-be war-making centers. Until modern times, with other worlds to conquer, there was no incentive for
man to settle in the Arctic. Now he needs new battlefields, and the airplane has opened up new horizons.
But full exploitation of these areas depends on the airplane and that rests on the existence of weather
stations. That is why Russia is racing the construction of such posts throughout her Arctic territory.
Weather stations are very much more numerous in Arctic Siberia than in America’s Alaska, and the
Russians have built what are virtually cities in north-eastern Siberia, far beyond the Urals.

“Mr. Mackenzie King has commented: ‘It is apparent to anyone who has reflected even casually
on the technological advances of recent years that new geographic factors have been brought into play.
Polar regions assumed new importance as the shortest routes between North America and the principal
centers of population of the world. Giant rockets or atom bombs could be sent hurtling over the North Pole,
aimed at industrial complexes big enough to afford quite a satisfactory target. These reasons provide the
answer why the United States is so anxious to have military bases in Greenland, Iceland, Newfoundland.
For her slice of Arctic territory, where bases and weapons could be mounted, is confined to the narrow
Alaskan strip. Russia has the whole of Siberia in which to deploy forces.

“With rocket or atom bases in these places, America would have most of the industrial targets of
Western Europe and the vitals of Russian strength within range; without them she is highly vulnerable
herself, with little chance of striking back. America, already gloomy in the shadow of the atom bomb, most
fears its coming from the mystic night-shrouded lands of the north.” The Herald, 20/03/1947.

“Polar defense will be No. 1 problem in any future war,” said the former U.S. Army Air Force
Commander (General H. H. Arnold). He said: “We hope a war will never come, but potential war-making
nations are all north of 30 degrees north latitude. Study your globe and you see the most direct routes are
through the Arctic. The United States is the most vulnerable of the nations with new weapons along this
route. Four hundred to six hundred atom bombs could about paralyze the United States. Add up advances in
bombs, electronics, sonics, unmanned aircraft, winged spearheads and also an atom bomb equal to the load
of 400 Super Fortresses, and it makes war too serious for mankind to fool with!’

“Polar bases will be key points in a new world defense strategy on which American and British
Commonwealth experts are working, says Empire News. An Anglo-American Arctic force is now being
organized and Britain’s whole defense program is being revised with a view to co-operation with the
United States. If offensive action against aggression is ever necessary it will be launched from Arctic bases.
High importance is also attached to the Antarctic because it is the safest base in the world.” The Sun,
19/01/1948.

“An American observer at the British naval Arctic trials, Commander E. B. Mott, said on his
return to Rosyth, it was a ‘dead certainty’ that any future conflict would be fought in the Arctic area ...
Tests with Vampire fighters had shown that jet planes could be successfully operated from carriers in the
Arctic.” The Herald, 09/03/1949.

Recently an American bomber flew 23,500 miles non-stop around the world in 94 hours. The Air
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Secretary (Mr. Stuart Symington) said: “The flight proved that the shadow of American air power can be
cast over any part of the world.” General Curtis LeMay, commanding the U.S. Strategic Air Command,
said: “This proves that we can deliver an atom bomb anywhere in the world.” Reporters asked General
Hoyt Vandeburg, Air Force Chief of Staff, whether the same kind of flight could be made with a full bomb
load. He replied, “Surely.” The Herald, 03/03/1949.

Thus the United States has given the world an exhibition of its ability to cover the world field with
its wings of war-to carry bombs to any part of the earth.

The airplane has made the world a comparatively small place. Newer and better designs that can
fly faster and you faster and that can cover greater and greater distances, are constantly being produced. An
aircraft engine which will make it possible for a bomber to fly around the world without refueling is
announced by the Curtiss-Wright Corporation. This new petrol engine is called “turbo cyclone 18.” Large
production orders have been placed. These new engines, harnessing power from exhaust gases, will first be
used on advanced models of the Lockheed P2V, twin-engined navy patrol bomber. The Corporation says
the engine would permit this bomber to fly from U.S.A., via Labrador, to Britain, the Baltic, Russia,
Siberia, and the Aleutians, returning to the starting point without refueling. That would be a total non-stop
of 13,500 miles, compared with the recent world flight of 23,500 miles by the larger bomber which flew
nearer the equator, but was refueled four times in flight.

The giant American jet-bomber (Boeing XB-47) recently flew 2,289 miles at an average speed of
607.2 m.p.h. However, “huge bombers may be able to fly round the world at supersonic speed” if present
plans succeed. “America is about to embark on the second major phase of her nuclear fission program the
development of a re-actor to drive warships, planes and submarines. In many respects the successful
development of an atomic power unit might be as important to the nation’s war potential as the creation of
the bomb itself.” The Herald, 21/4/49.

Note the significance of the words of the great statesman, Mr. Winston Churchill: “For good or ill,
air mastery is, today, the supreme expression of military power, and fleets and armies, however necessary,
must accept subordinate rank. In the first half of the twentieth century, fanned by the crimson wings of war,
conquest of the air affected profoundly human affairs. It made the globe seem much smaller.”

When President Truman asked Congress to ratify the North Atlantic Pact, he said: “The world has
grown too small. Oceans to our east and west no longer protect us from the reach of brutality and
aggression.”

World War III will, indeed, be a “World War!” Everything in our world of today points to that
fact. Throughout this and other books, the writer has been able to draw attention to the remarkable
correspondence between the prophecies of Scripture and their fulfillment in the world conditions and events
of today. But this correspondence is not found when Revelation 16:12-16 is applied in connection with a
supposed literal gathering of all nations of “the whole world” to Megiddo, in Palestine, for the greatest of
all military battles. Revelation 16:12-16 has nothing whatever to do with a military war among nations: it is
a symbolical portrayal of the great conflict between the forces of good and evil. Before giving further
consideration to the truth of this important subject, we request the reader’s attention while we submit a few
incongruities which appear when Revelation 16:12-16 is interpreted in connection with a supposed
gathering of nations to Megiddo for earth’s greatest battle. Does not such a belief appear foolish in the light
of the facts presented earlier in this book concerning the terrific speed of modern airplanes, projected
missiles, etc., and the vastness of space demanded for the deployment of mechanized forces, and the
widespread destruction to be wrought by even one bomb or any other of the lethal weapons employed in
modern warfare?

Everything in the world today is contrary to such an interpretation. This interpretation requires for
its fulfillment that which would be an absurdity from a military viewpoint. Of course, if the Scriptures did
actually teach that all nations of “the whole world” are to literally gather to a military conflict at Megiddo,
it would certainly come to pass. But there is nothing in the world today that could possibly impress even the
ordinary reader who is acquainted with modern military means and methods, with a certainty of the
fulfillment of such an interpretation of the Scriptures.

The reason why we have been able to point out a wonderful harmony between the other
prophecies of the Scriptures and their fulfillment today is obvious: we have interpreted those prophecies
correctly. The reason why it is not possible to point out a wonderful harmony between the “military”
interpretation of Revelation 16:12-16 and the actual world-wide scope of “World Wars” is obvious: the
prophecy is wrongly interpreted. Those who fear God will surely interpret the Scriptures in a way that will
glorify His name and His Word.
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The Word of God says: “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto
the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty. . . And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”
(Revelation 16:14,16). The Scripture distinctly states that “the kings of the earth and of the whole world”
are “gathered together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” In the vain effort to defend
the “military” interpretation, the feeble statement is sometimes made that not “all” the nations will be at
Megiddo-only some of them will participate in a decisive conflict at that “place.” But either “all” of them-
”the kings of the earth and of the whole world” are “gathered together into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue Armageddon” as the Scriptures plainly declare, or else they are not. The “military” interpretation of
these verses compels those who believe in it to actually differ from the Scriptures. This unfortunate
circumstance reveals the impossibility of endeavoring to interpret Revelation 16:12-16 in connection with a
military conflict.

It should be perfectly obvious that “kings,” while on the other side of the globe, or in various parts
of the earth, could not possibly be, at the same time, “gathered together to a place.” They would be either
“gathered together into the place” - supposedly Megiddo, in Palestine r else they would not be “gathered
together.” Again the foolishness of the interpretation -the impossibility of its fulfillment in connection with
a military war-causes the adoption of specious arguments. All of these arguments are unnecessary when the
description given in Revelation 16:12-16 is interpreted in connection with the final conflict, between the
forces of good and evil.

In the true interpretation of Revelation 16:12-16 (as we shall show later) there are no
impossibilities and no incongruities calling forth man’s ingenuity to reason away the plain words of God.
The prophecy of Joel 3 is recognized and employed as a parallel passage to Revelation 16:12-16. Joel 3:2,
11, 12 says that “all nations” will be gathered “into the valley of Jehoshaphat.” It is surely apparent that if
“the kings of the earth and of the whole world” were “gathered together into a place-Armageddon,” they
could not possibly be, at the same time, “all” gathered together “into the valley of Jehoshaphat,” which is
approximately 70 miles away! However, when both prophecies are understood (as they should be) as
symbolical representations of the Judgment of God against those who are at war with Christ and His
church, all the utter incongruities of the “military” interpretation immediately vanish. “Jehoshaphat” means
“the judgment of God” and “Armageddon” means “the mountain of slaughter or destruction.” Hence when
applied symbolically, “Armageddon” and “the valley of Jehoshaphat” refer to the same thing-the Judgment
of God which results in the destruction of “all” the enemies of Christ and His church. We will leave further
consideration of this theme until we deal with it more fully in our next chapter.

No! Earth’s greatest military war will not be merely a war fought at Megiddo or “in the valley of
Jehoshaphat.” In “the valley of Jehoshaphat” - a comparatively small valley lying between Jerusalem and
the Mount of Olives-there would not be sufficient room to literally accommodate several nations, certainly
not “all nations.” And not even one nation-much less “all nations” and “the whole world” - today would or
could concentrate “all” its armies in one comparatively small valley, or in one “place.” Armies today are
scattered about in various places and much space is required in which to deploy the fighting forces. One
atomic bomb, with its widespread destruction, would completely and speedily destroy such a “gathering
together” of the armies of earth into one “place” as is envisaged by those who interpret the prophecies of
Joel 3 and Revelation 16:12-16 in connection with a military war.

However, when he was not employing symbolic language, the Revelator pointed to the time when
“the nations” would be, “angry,” and at which time destruction would be wrought by them in “the earth”
(Revelation 11:18). This prophecy does not limit the destruction to any particular portion of “the earth.” A
message emphasizing a gathering of all nations to one “place” for the last and greatest of all military battles
is just the reverse of the world’s recent and present experiences. Things in the world are not getting smaller
but larger.

The thought of concentrating all the forces of “the whole world” into one “place” for the greatest
of all earthly battles is contrary to the Scriptures and commonsense. An interesting feature which illustrates
how foolish such an interpretation appears in the light of the modern world is seen in the following
description given by Time of the latest advances in adapting television for military purposes: “The battle
sites of World War III will have no privacy. Airborne television tubes will watch cities dissolve, flashing
the action on generals’ screens in deeply buried dugouts. Even bombs and rockets as they fall will watch
and report their dive to the target with unblinking electronic eyes, until they and it vanish simultaneously.”
A recent experiment in Washington, DC, was so arranged that selected guests of the Navy sat in a darkened
gymnasium while three television equipped airplanes took off from near-by fields. On television screens
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the spectators saw what the planes saw; they flew by proxy to Baltimore. “They made a sight-seeing tour of
Washington, spying on the traffic in the streets. At one point eleven Navy fighters made a mock attack. If
the battle had been in progress, the spectators could have eye-witnessed it from comfortable chairs.”

“The battle sites of World War III will have no privacy” and the generals of various nations would
not dream of concentrating all their forces into one “place” to be a sure target!

Whatever military wars may yet be fought between various nations and if some of the fighting is
done in Palestine-even in the valley of Jehoshaphat or at Megiddo-these wars will have no direct relation to
“Armageddon.”

The misunderstanding of Revelation 16:12-16 in connection with a military gathering of the
world’s forces for battle at Megiddo occasioned less violence to ordinary commonsense a couple of
centuries ago when armies and world conditions were Lilliputian in comparison with those of today. But
such an interpretation is out of harmony with the modern world, and must fail to impress thoughtful men; it
also serves to cover up the real, solemn and mighty message God has for this generation. Today, people
everywhere cannot but be powerfully impressed with the Revelator’s statement that great destruction
involving “the earth” will be unleashed when “the nations” are “angry.” The facts of today indicate it.

Mr. Winston Churchill’s words express the patent fact that things are growing “immeasurably
larger.” In his Boston speech, he declared: “The whole prospect and outlook of mankind grew
immeasurably larger, and the multiplication of ideas also proceeded at an incredible rate. This vast
expansion was unhappily not accompanied by any noticeable advance in the stature of man, either in his
mental faculties or his moral character. The scale of events around him assumed gigantic proportions, while
he remained the same size.” The Herald, 01/04/1949.

Things in the world are moving faster and are becoming “immeasurably greater.” The faster men
speed the greater is the space they require. Everything in the world indicates that the greatest of all wars
will not be smaller but larger than the previous “World Wars.”

This is the generation of the greatest things. Following hard on the heels of the first World War,
which was the most colossal and destructive war in history, came the greatest pestilence in all history-the
great influenza epidemic that swept around the world in 1918-1919. This generation has also witnessed the
greatest famines ever known-that in Russia in 1919, and those in China in 1930, 1932, and other years.
Today, many millions in many parts of the world are suffering acutely the pangs of hunger. There is a
shortage of food throughout the world. In Europe alone World War II left “50 million existing on rations
far below pre-war standard.” Today, 1,000 million people in the world are under-nourished. This generation
has also experienced the greatest and most destructive earthquakes ever recorded, the greatest floods in all
history since the deluge, the greatest period of financial crisis and depression ever known, the greatest
period of scientific development, and the greatest and most appallingly-destructive weapons of war ever
conceived. The use of the atomic bomb not only ended the most devastating war of all time, but has
occasioned the greatest fears the nations have known. Thus the great events which our Lord Jesus Christ
declared would herald His coming are fulfilling before the eyes of this generation. See Matthew 24:3, 6-8,
34, etc.

One of the noteworthy features of the prophecies pertaining to “the last days” is their declaration
of the greatness of events to herald the greatest of all events-the Savior’s second coming. “And great
earthquakes shall be in divers places . . . and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven . . .
and then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” Luke 21:11, 27.
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city.” Revelation 14:8. “And there was a great earthquake, such as
was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And the great city was
divided into three parts ... and great Babylon came into remembrance before God ... and there fell upon men
a great hail ... for the plague was exceeding great.” Revelation 16:18-21. “After these things I saw another
angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with His glory.”
Revelation 18:1. “The sun and moon shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and terrible day of the Lord come.” Joel 2:31. “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord come.” Malachi 4:5. “And there shall be a time of trouble,
such as never was since there was a nation.” Daniel 12:1.

These are only a few of the many passages of Scripture which seek to convey to our minds the
greatness of the events preceding and at the coming of Christ. No human being can conceive the magnitude
of that world-embracing event which will determine the eternal destiny of earth’s millions.

In His message contained in Revelation 16:12-16, the Savior seeks to encourage His people with
the thrilling message that He comes as a mighty conqueror to deliver them and to destroy their enemies.
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Satan seeks to minimize the greatness and the grandeur of the Savior’s Second Advent by causing the
symbolical portrayal of Revelation 16:12-16 to be interpreted in connection with a military war to be fought
in Palestine. However, when rightly interpreted, those verses describe the greatest event the most gigantic
event-this or any other generation will have ever witnessed: the Second Advent of earth’s coming King.

10. “THE BATTLE OF GOD ALMIGHTY” - “ARMAGEDDON"”
NOT A MILITARY BATTLE

Two kinds of war are mentioned in the Scriptures. Much confusion would be avoided among the
people of God if they could discern the Bible distinction between literal wars, very briefly mentioned in
several prophecies, and the spiritual conflict that has been waged down the centuries since Eden was lost-a
conflict which is described in long prophecies, and throughout the Scriptures.

The very first promise given was one in which the Lord promised man that He would be with him
in the conflict with the forces of evil. See Genesis 3:15. In God’s Word, throughout the centuries we can
trace the development of that “war” or “controversy.” The Christian is not pictured in the Scriptures as
being called to a nursery, but to a battlefield. Some of the pages of the New Testament read like despatches
from a battlefield. We are admonished to “endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy
2:3), and to “war a good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18). There is no escape from the fight with evil except by
victory over it, and the battlefield is first of all in our hearts. But God promises us power to win this battle
through Jesus the Savior from sin. (Matthew 1:21.)

By the word “war” or “battle” the Revelator describes the great controversy between Christ and
Satan from the time they warred in heaven until the consummation of all things at the end of the
millennium. (See Revelation 12:7,17; 13:7; 16:14,16; 17:14; 19:19; 20:8.) The purpose for which the Bible
was written was to make the child of God wise regarding the spiritual “war,” and to give him strength to
“fight the good fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12). When the Lord’s prophets describe the spiritual conflict
which wages between those serving in the Lord’s army and those on the side of the Lord’s enemy, they
liken the Christian to a soldier, with his armor on, fighting with a spiritual sword -the Word of God. (See
Ephesians 6:11-17.) This conflict is as real as any war between nations, is more continuous and more
extensive than any material struggle between nations, and requires from the Christian as much patience,
perseverance, and ceaseless struggle as in any international conflict.

The knowledge of this Bible teaching has prompted hymn writers to write such hymns as:
“Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war.” Under such names as “Armageddon,” and “The Final
Conflict,” hymnologists have given the Christian church hymns which express the inspired interpretation of
the, “war” imagery of the Apocalypse. These godly hymn writers have expressed the interpretation held by
the most spiritual and devoted men and women of God. The Christian church has lost its power for the
battle against evil in proportion to its loss of the spiritual vision accorded by the true interpretation of these
“war” pictures of the Revelation. Satan’s design is to weaken the church by spreading abroad false
interpretations, which cause people to fail to see their own personal and vital connection with the battle
between the forces of good and evil. That they are either on the Lord’s side in His army, or on the side of
the Lord’s enemy. By teaching that these prophecies deal with some material war among the nations away
off in Palestine, people are blinded to the solemn truth that these “war” pictures of the Revelation were
given by our Lord to show that by our acceptance or rejection of Him and His truth, we either stand with
Him or against Him.

If “Armageddon” concerned merely a future Palestinian military war, it could have no present or
future spiritual value to the Christian, for it would belong entirely to the future; but as the conclusion of the
spiritual conflict, it has a definite message for those now engaged in that warfare. A prophecy of future
military events would be limited to the time referred to, and would mean just that, and no more, being
totally independent of Christian experience; but, as the writer has shown in a larger publication, prophecies
concerning future events in the great conflict between the forces of good and evil have a present blessing
for those engaged in that conflict. The Leader of the forces of good, and the leader of the forces of evil, and
the principles involved are the same down through the stages of the spiritual conflict, and, as shown in my
previous publication referred to, is applicable to other parts of the conflict. After the 1,000 years mentioned
in Revelation 20, the wicked seek to overthrow the saints; but they have sought to do that down through the
centuries of the conflict. The Lord reigning within the New Jerusalem thwarts the purpose of the wicked
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and destroys the enemies of His people; but the Lord has always reigned within the midst of His people and
always caused them to triumph-even in the face of adversity.

In the Bible we read concerning literal rain and also spiritual rain; literal sword and also spiritual
sword; literal bread, spiritual bread; literal water, spiritual water; literal rock, spiritual rock; literal stones,
spiritual stones; literal temple, spiritual temple. And many other examples, such as light, sun, sleep, rest,
fight, run, walk, day, night, east, wrestle, birth, etc., etc.

There is no need to confuse literal wars with “Armageddon,” “the battle ... of God Almighty.---
The mention of literal wars in the Bible is only incidental. As shown in the examples we have already given
in this book, references to military wars are confined to a few words, because the Bible is a revelation
concerning the spiritual conflict. This spiritual conflict is symbolically portrayed in long “war” prophecies.
If there were a doubt regarding certain prophecies, such as Ezekiel 38, 39; Joel 3; Zechariah 14; Revelation
16:12-16, as to whether they referred to the spiritual “war” or to a literal “war,” surely the spiritually-
minded Christian should not hesitate to apply them in harmony with the reason for which the Bible was
written, namely, to enlighten and strengthen him regarding the “war” between truth and error.

However, when rightly examined according to the principles of interpretation given in, the
Scriptures themselves, we know positively that these prophecies have no direct bearing upon literal wars,
but are prophetic portrayals of the spiritual “war.” All that one needs to do to discern whether the prophecy
belongs to a literal “war” or the spiritual “war” is to observe if the conflict involves “Israel.” As the church
is now “the Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16; 3:27, etc.) battles involving “Israel” in the last days must refer
to spiritual “Israel”-the church. In the prophecies referred to above Israel is definitely mentioned, and those
following the New Testament principle that the church is now “the Israel of God,” with Jesus as “the King
of Israel” (John 1:49), will not hesitate to interpret these prophecies in the light of this principle.

When Paul wrote: “Endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 2:12) he
spiritualized Old Testament history and prophecies of ancient Israel’s battles in connection with the
Christian church. This principle is also manifested in the book of Revelation, as I have shown in my “The
Moral Purpose of Prophecy.” In “The New Testament in Greek, General Epistles and Revelation,” Bishop
C. Wordsworth states:

“The diction of the Book of Revelation is more Hebrew than that of any other portion of the New
Testament ... it Christianizes Hebrew words and sentiments, and clothes them in evangelical dress, and
consecrates them to Christ.”

By many illustrations Bishop Wordsworth shows the Hebrew sentiment, etc., prevailing
throughout the Revelation. He further says:

“In a similar spirit of genuine catholicity, expanding the mind, and spiritualizing the language of
the Jewish nation, and investing them with the light of the Gospel, the Apocalypse designates the Universal
Church of Christ under the terms of Hebrew nomenclature by the names of ‘the Twelve Tribes of Israel.’
Thus it extends the view of the Hebrew people, and enlarges the walls of Zion and the borders of Palestine
till they embrace within their ample range the family of mankind.”

The book of Revelation was written for the church of Jesus Christ (see Revelation 1:11; 22:16;
2:7, 11, 29; 3:6, 13, 22, etc.), and at its close our Lord says: “I Jesus have sent Mine angel to testify unto
you these things in the churches” (Revelation 22:16). Yet, despite the Lord’s own statements given in the
Revelation, and despite the plain teaching of the New Testament that the church is now “the Israel of.
God,” there are those who declare that because it contains so much imagery pertaining to “Israel” it deals
mainly with the literal Jew in Palestine!

The question of whether “Armageddon” is employed in a literal or a symbolic sense brings us to
the decision as to the system of interpretation we employ. Futurism teaches that all Jewish matters in the
Revelation are to be taken literally including the “place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”
“Armageddon,” they say, is a literal military battle, during which the Lord delivers the literal Jewish
remnant in Palestine from their national enemies led by the beast- and the false prophet. When
“Armageddon” is interpreted according to the principles laid down in the New Testament, namely, that the
church is now “the Israel of God,” “Armageddon” is seen to be a spiritual conflict involving the church and
the moral principles she represents.

By repetitions of the seed thoughts presented in the early chapters of his book, the Revelator works
towards the great climax in the struggle between the forces of God and of Satan -the slaughter of the
enemies of the church in the anti-typical Megiddo conflict. It should be obvious that in the Revelator’s
graphic description of the great controversy between Christ and Satan, from its commencement in Heaven
(Revelation 12:7) until its final consummation at the end of the thousand years (Revelation 20:8,9), he
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would not depart from his constant use of the word “war” or “battle” when describing the conflict between
the forces of good and evil and make an exception in Revelation 16:14-16-right at the climax of his
delineation-to describe merely a conflict of nations between nations! When Revelation 16:12-16 is
interpreted in connection with the conflict between the forces of good and evil, there is perfect harmony
throughout the Scriptures themselves and also with actual developments toward the world’s coming
spiritual crisis hour.

“Armageddon” is God’s battle against the forces of evil, and is fought in His “day”-the battle of
that great day of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:14). Our Lord plainly declares it is to be the battle of God
Almighty against “the whole world” of unrepentant sinners who have joined with evil spirits (vs. 13, 14) in
making war upon their Maker. In Hosea 4:1, 2, we are informed that “the Lord hath a controversy with the
inhabitants of the land, because” the people are violating His Holy Commandments. The New Testament
writers point out that man, being born with a sinful nature, is at war with God. See Ephesians 2:16, etc.
“The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the Law of God, neither indeed can be
(Romans 8:7). The warring of the carnal heart against the Law of God is mentioned in Romans 7:14-25;
Galatians 5:16, 17; etc. Men “fight against God” (Acts 5:39; 23:9) by opposing the proclamation of His
truth and by persecuting His people. Acts 9:5; 23:9; Matthew 25:40; 1 Corinthians 8:12; etc.
“Armageddon” is that war which Heaven will launch against the unregenerate people of the world when
they unitedly “fight against God” by refusing to obey His Law and by persecuting His people.

“Armageddon” is “the war of the great day of God” (RV) in Revelation 20:8, RV, where the final
scene of this great war between good and evil is portrayed, it is still designated “the war.” Many wars
between nations and Israel are recorded in the Old Testament, and in the New Testament prophecies brief
references are made to various wars between nations, but there is only one war with which the Bible deals
fully--the war (battle or controversy) “ between Christ and Satan.

“Armageddon” is the finale of the conflict between Christ and Satan. It is fought in “that great day
of God Almighty.” Throughout the Old Testament the prophets pointed to the coming of the great day of
the Lord, when the Lord’s offer of mercy to man would cease, and His day of wrath against rebelling
sinners would come. See Zephaniah 1:2, 3, 14-18, 2:1-3, 3:8; Jeremiah 25:30-33. This slaughter of all the
wicked by the Lord at His Second Advent is said to be God’s “controversy with the nations” (Jeremiah
25:31). In these verses in Jeremiah 25:30-33, the Lord emphasises the world-wide nature of this
“controversy” or “war” with the nations: “against all the inhabitants of the earth,” “the ends of the earth,”
“the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth unto the other end of the earth.” Thus
the Revelator, when referring to this battle of God, Almighty, mentions “the whole world.”

In words too plain for misunderstanding, the prophet Isaiah describes the battle of God Almighty
against the wicked of this world: “the Lord of hosts mustered the host of battle. Howl you; for the day of
the Lord (“that great day of God Almighty,” as the Revelator states it) is at hand; it shall come as a
destruction from the Almighty” (Isaiah 13:4-9). It is evident that the Revelator quotes from such verses as
these, for both speak of the great day of the Lord’s wrath when God will wage a battle against the sinners of
this “world” (Verse 11), “to destroy the whole land” (Verse 5), and both teach that “it shall come as a
destruction from the Almighty” (Verse 6).

That Armageddon refers to the destruction of the Lord’s enemies at the time of His Second Advent
may be seen by noticing the following comparison of verses.

Revelation 1:7.
“Behold, He comes.” (He will be seen coming in the east).

“Every eye” “All kingdoms”

“The kings of the earth.” Revelation 1:5.
Christ’s coming causes wailing, Revelation 1:7.
Nations destroyed. Revelation 2:26,27.

Revelation 6:14-17
“The heaven departed” (He will be seen coming in the east).



33 Europe And Armageddon

“Every ... man”

“The kings of the earth.”

Wicked cry because “the great day of His wrath is come.”

“Should destroy them.” Revelation 11:18.

Nations destroyed. Revelation 11, 18.

Wine press of God’s wrath trodden at Second Advent. Revelation 14:18-20.

Revelation 16:12-19
“The Kings from the east!’

“The whole world.”

“The kings of the earth.”

“That great day of God Almighty.”

“Armageddon” means “the mountain of destruction.”

Nations destroyed. Revelation 16:14-19.

The slaughter figured by the treading of the winepress takes place at Armageddon.

Revelation 19:11-21.
“I saw heaven opened” (He will be seen coming in the east).

“All men.”
“The kings of the earth.”
“The fierceness and wrath of Almighty God!’
The destruction of the wicked described, vs. 15-21.
“Smite the nations.”
“He treads the wrath of “fierceness and winepress of the mighty God.”
In harmony with other Bible writers, the Revelator, by a series of enlarging repetitions, works
toward the consummation of all things at the second coming of Christ. In Revelation 19:11-21 John

enlarges upon “Armageddon,” the destruction of the Lord’s enemies-a destruction to which he has referred
throughout his book.

11. RUSSIA AND WORLD REVOLUTION
EUROPE AND THE COMING STORM

Today a battle between the giants is in progress. We are on the threshold of mighty events.

A storm is surely coming-a storm of no mean dimension. This is patent to men and women in all
walks of life. The unsettled state of society is portentous. Life, today, lacks stability. Nothing is certain but
uncertainty. Things refuse to remain stationary. The world knows little or nothing of real peace.
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Everywhere disturbing elements are seen working against peace, producing a ferment among men, keeping
the stratas of society in a state of tension. Forces are at work to sabotage the peace, to produce chaos and
confusion. The First World War was fought to “end all wars” - but actually sowed the seeds for World War
II. When World II was being waged, the people were assured that from it would emerge a brave, new,
peaceful world, free from fear and want. Today there is a sense of frustration, a sense of hopes blighted, a
feeling of despair that things will not work according to the desired “blue-print.”

When the scheme of things does not work it is natural to look around for the cause of failure. It is
becoming more and more popular to blame the communists for everything that disturbs the world’s peace
and interferes with the equilibrium of society. However, it should be remembered that there are two
powerful forces working zealously today for world supremacy, and much of the disquieting conditions are
caused by either one of (or both) these forces. One is a “godless” economic philosophy, the other a
“religious” philosophy. Both philosophies are being promulgated with the fierce zeal of crusaders. World
peace is impossible so long as two great forces are contending for positions of advantage and power. Today
men speak of the alternatives as “Rome or Moscow,” “the Vatican or the Kremlin,” “Rome or Russia.”
Both these forces are striving for world domination.

The noted Daily Mail war correspondent, Alexander Clifford, who attended the Moscow
Conference, declared that “communism is now a fully-fledged religion, claiming universal application, and
it is the first time for centuries that such a religion has really got a grip of the world. It is a fierce, positive,
active and very intolerant religion. A dissenting minority is no more conceivable within a communist
country than within the Roman Catholic church. Unscrupulousness goes hand in hand with intolerance in
this fanatical religion. Soviet leaders believe in world communism with a faith Impelling them to try to
achieve it at any cost.” The Herald, 09/05/1947. Mr. Clifford believes communism has plunged the world
into a holy war, such as mankind has not seen since the rise of Mohammedanism. He sees Russia
committed to the suppression of capitalism and liberalism throughout the world and fighting this war on a
diplomatic, political and ideological level, believing victory historically both inevitable and desirable.

Roman Catholics are also imbued with a similar zeal and a similar vision. In The Herald,
26/11/1947, in an article entitled: “Rome Calls for ‘Swords About the Cross’ to Meet the Red Challenge to
the Vatican,” Alexander Clifford says: “War has been declared. The Catholic church has been reinforcing
her challenge to Communism, her one great internationally organized enemy in the world. Now by word
and deed the signs of war are becoming visible. It became official in a letter which the Pope wrote to
President Truman. The letter said: ‘Peace can be secured only if it rests upon faith in the one true God.
Once a State which denies God makes itself the source of human rights, man is forthwith reduced to the
condition of a slave. Certainly your Excellency and all defenders of the rights of man will find
wholehearted co-operation from God’s church.” That last sentence contains the declaration of war. It is an
unqualified offer of alliance with a foreign Power-with one of the two greatest nations of the earth against
the other. The historical fact must be noted. These two great world-forces are now explicitly at war.”

The war of religions - nominal Christianity versus Communism - is now being fought in Europe
and throughout the world, and is one of the most important happenings in the world today. The world, has
arrived at a critical period of its long, eventful career; it has reached a fork in the road, and soon decisions
will have to be made as to which turn to take. The world will not remain in its present state for long before
the precipitation of a crisis of the first magnitude, a crisis producing the most momentous results.

There does not seem the slightest doubt that the Kremlin believes that, sooner or later, war with
the capitalist countries is inevitable. Their foreign policy is based on this assumption. British Socialists and
American “capitalists” have come to the same definite conclusion. They have not done so willingly or
easily: to the contrary, they strove vigorously, with desperate determination, to believe in Soviet sincerity,
and peacefulness, and desire for an “understanding.” They have been forced, step by step, reluctantly, to
accept the contrary view, by the conduct of the Kremlin and of world Communism, which is partner and
auxiliary of Kremlin policy.

Millions of people in the so-called capitalist countries bitterly lament the present perils to peace-
they long passionately for peace, for freedom from the fear of another dreadful carnage. The lives of
millions of plain people have been darkened, now, for so many years by the shadow of war-clouds which,
having gathered and rained death upon them, still remain undispersed. If only they could be sure that the
obliterating horrors of atomic war will not come upon them and their children. Believing that war is
eventually inevitable, leaders of the Soviet system are planning accordingly. The Kremlin does not intend
to permit the world to settle down in the ways of peace. The leaders of the Soviet Union ate embarked upon
a campaign to revolutionize the whole world after their own fashion, by a series of successful internal
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“coups,” backed, where possible, by the armed power and potential of the Revolutionary Empire already
established. Their confidence that ultimately their plans will succeed is perhaps illustrated by statements
made by Major-General Voronin in a broadcast speech: “There is no nation in the world which would not
like to fight the imperialists.

The Soviet army is like a burning torch in this struggle. There are not, there never will be, any
forces which could stop us on our way.”

The following is a significant extract from a speech by the Communist Tito of Yugoslavia: “Our
present policy should be to follow a moderate line in order to gain time for the industrial reconstruction of
the USSR. Then the moment will come when we can hurl ourselves into the battle for the final annihilation
of reaction. At that moment our party can rely on its members who are working for our ideals in the heart of
the Western States. Our first target is Great Britain. Everywhere we shall find allies against the British
octopus and its head, England herself.” Weekly Review, 21/11/1946.

In The Reader’s Digest, April, 1949, appeared a symposium entitled, “How Stalin Sees the
Future.” The following are excerpts from this article: “The most revealing study of Stalin yet to appear was
published in the January issue of Foreign Affairs. The author, who uses the pseudonym “Historicus,” is
George Morgan, former professor of philosophy and now First Secretary of the United States Embassy in
Moscow. He has read, in Russian, everything Stalin wrote between January 1, 1929, and March 29, 1948,
and also ‘everything likely to be of central importance’ written by Stalin since 1919. From the Soviet
ruler’s own published works Historicus quotes with a scholar’s thoroughness, until he has set forth what
one political columnist ‘ characterizes as ‘a remarkably complete blue-print of the theology which
motivates the dictator.’

““It is bitter, tragic reading,’ says the St. Louis Post Dispatch. ‘From these pages there emerges the
full-length portrait of a fanatic who is willing to plunge the world into another war, and then still others,
until Communism reigns everywhere.’

“The first main point that emerges from Historicus’ article,” writes political commentator, Stewart
Alsop, in the New York Herald Tribune, ‘is that Stalin is wholly convinced that war between the Soviet
Bloc and the bloc of States in which the United States is the most powerful, is inevitable. This is the basic
assumption. The unquestioning assumption by Stalin (and all his potential successors) that war is inevitable
is the tragic fact with which the world must live.’

“In none of the writings that he has permitted to be published in his own country has Stalin ever
suggested the possibility that Communism and capitalism can co-exist indefinitely in the same world,” says
the Washington Post. ‘All the evidence adduced by Historicus supports the thesis that Stalin has always
been and remains a bigoted and fanatical believer in world revolution.’

“In order to hasten the Communist triumph, the Communists must stir up revolutions wherever
they can, and they can do this best in the wake of the disorganization caused by war,” the New York Times
summarizes. Time underscores the point with ‘one of Stalin’s favorite quotations from Lenin, widely
published: ‘The existence of the Soviet Republic side by side with the imperialist States for a long time is
unthinkable. In the end, either one or the other will conquer. And until that end comes, a series of the most
terrible collisions between the Soviet Republics and the bourgeois States is inevitable.”

Louis Budenez, former managing editor of the New York Communist newspaper Daily Worker,
after pointing out that only the upper few among Communist leaders actually knew of the real totalitarian
aims of the party, declared, “Soviet Russia, I learned definitely while editor of the official daily organ here
(New York), plans to dominate the world. Her objective is a creeping blitzkrieg which will finally result in
World War III. The discussion within the secret councils of the Communist Party, at which I was present,
were based definitely on Moscow’s decision that the U.S.A. had to be annihilated!”

In his book “Communism is Treason,” pp. 5, 11-29, J. T. Lang says: “The aim of the Communists
is to destroy all social reforms. They are out to smash everything for which Democracy stands. They are
willing tools of Russian foreign policy. To make Russia supreme in world affairs, they must work
incessantly to destroy Western Democracy, and everything for which that Democracy stands. They are
Russian nationalists, not Communists in the strictest meaning of the word. In the event of being called upon
to choose between Russia and Australia, they would choose to he loyal to Russia and Stalin . . . The
Australian Communist Party is controlled by Russia’s foreign policy ... If Russia is friendly to Britain and
Australia, then the Communists are co-operative. If Anglo-Russian relations become strained, then Marx
House immediately becomes anti-British and anti-Australian. Let us examine the record.” Mr. Lang then
proceeds to present evidences which indicate that Communists in Australia and elsewhere follow the lead
given by Moscow. He says: “That is how Moscow controls its political machine throughout the world. If
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any further proof was needed of the international plans of Communism to cripple other countries’ defenses,
it was furnished by George Malenkov, Deputy Chairman of the Soviet Council of Ministers, in an address
over the Soviet Radio, on December 11, 1947.

“Malenkov said that the Soviet Communist Party was training representatives to further its foreign
policy abroad. It was attaching great importance to the selection, and adequate training of groups capable of
assuring a following of the Party’s line on external policy. Leaders of such groups would be instructed how
‘to defend international interests of the Soviet Socialistic State, tell true friends from foes and divine
intrigues and plots of Imperialists and their Agents.” He further added that it had become increasingly
necessary to maintain close contact between Communist Parties in different parts of the world ... There is to
be a unification of control. Close contact between different units is stipulated. Hence the reason for the
sudden urge of leading Communists to travel abroad, to visit other Communist leaders and to receive their
instructions as per the Malenkov directive. Reports to headquarters, and then instructions as to work ahead,
have been matters of urgent priority ... The London “Daily Telegraph,” commenting on a meeting of the
Executive in London, in July, 1948, said it is one of the major instruments of Russian foreign policy. It
provides a courier service for the despatch of agents to all Communist groups. It supervises instructions,
and has highly developed network for agitation and propaganda under Agitprop-the Moscow Bureau.”

In his recently published booklet, “I Was a Communist Leader,” p. 9, Mr. Cecil Sharpley says:
“Communist policy in Australia changed as post-war differences between Russia and ‘The West’
sharpened. It was then I began to understand that our party was really working for Russia.” Under the
heading, “How Moscow Cracks the Whip” (p. 21), Mr. Sharpley declares that the Australian Communist
Party takes its orders from Moscow and Bucharest. He says: “Its cues come from Moscow and Bucharest
(Rumania). The source of the cues: Moscow Radio and the Bucharest-published Cominform Newspaper,
‘For a Lasting Peace, For a People’s Democracy.’By reading, at dictation speed, the leading article from
Pravda, Moscow Radio gives its clear, unequivocal order of the day to tiny village soviets in Central Asia
and to big foreign Communist Parties. The Pravda editorial is a weather-cock-or rather a compass needle-of
universal Communist ideology. Communists of the world get their text for the day from Moscow. But they
get their working directions from the fortnightly Bucharest newspaper.”

In its editorial, The Herald of April 22, 1949, in commenting upon the articles which had appeared
in The Herald, says: “The summary of Sharpley’s experience is that the Australian Communist Party is
‘fiercely anti-democratic,” that it wants a ‘victorious Russian war,’ that it seeks to disrupt the Australian
Labor movement. All of this is shown to be part of an international design. The policy that directs it comes
from Moscow, through Radio broadcasts or through directives published by Cominform headquarters in
Bucharest.”

Concerning the activities of communistic forces, Mr. Winston Churchill, in his Boston address,
says: “But these 14 men in the Kremlin have their hierarchy and a church of Communist adepts, whose
missionaries are in every country as a fifth column, awaiting the day when they hope to be absolute masters
of their fellow-countrymen, and pay off old scores. Behind this stands the largest army in the world in the
hands of a Government pursuing imperialist expansion as no Czar or Kaiser had ever done.” Mr. Churchill
also stated: “We are now faced by perils both grave and near and by problems more dire than have ever
confronted Christian civilization, even in this 20th century of storm and change.”

In various countries, those in favor with Russia’s communistic ideology have expressed
themselves that in the event of war with Russia they will oppose their own nation’s war effort and do all
they can to assist Russia. Leaders of Communistic parties in various countries declared that they would
welcome the Soviet Army if it entered their territories, and that Communists would cause strikes in industry
in the event of war with Russia. Leaders at the Kremlin are relying upon numbers of faithful devotees to
their ideology doing all they can to produce conditions favorable to the progress of chaos and confusion in
various countries during peace-time and acts of sabotage in war-time. At times efforts are put forth to
belittle the revolutionary prospects and to “write-down” the numbers of people involved. But it should be
remembered that not all who are interested in certain features of communistic teachings are openly zealous.
In an hour of crisis favoring communistic forces they would come out into the open and ally themselves
with their ideological brothers.

Some time ago Stalin said: “The horrors of the recent war are still fresh in people’s memory, and
the social forces favoring peace are too strong for Mr. Churchill’s scruples and aggression to overpower
them and set the course for a new war!” How strong is Moscow’s influence on distant lands has been
shown by the way reputable citizens of various countries have spied for the Soviet and divulged vital
information to Russia concerning the atomic bomb, radar, key munitions plants, the defense plans, and the
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political intentions of the Western Allies in general.

“The Russians did not, like other nations, depend for their information on professional agents or
paid traitors, but upon the co-operation of an ideological ‘Fifth Column,” Communists and Communist
sympathizers who were prepared, because of their beliefs, to betray, either wittingly or unwittingly, their
Country’s technical or political secrets.” The Herald, 20/12/1947.

At the time of the prosecution of a prominent scientist who had betrayed national secrets to Russia,
Mr. Winston Churchill said: “The difference between the Soviet system (of espionage) and others is that in
the Communist sect it is a matter of religion to sacrifice one’s native land for the sake of the Communist
Utopia.” In disclosing national secrets to Russia, some scientists, and others, have declared that they acted
as they did to make a contribution “to the safety of mankind.” By a gradual indoctrination of Communist
principles many are influenced to look to Russia as the protagonist of a system which can improve the lot
of man. “Most of those actually involved had actually volunteered to spy for Russia, believing that the
capitalist democracies were the enemies of human welfare and progress.”

Mr. Bullitt (one-time personal envoy from President Woodrow Wilson to Lenin, first U.S.
Ambassador to the USSR) says that, just as Hitler’s “Mein Kamp” warned those who would be warned of
Germany’s intentions, so the Communistic equivalents of “Mein Kampf” commit the USSR to war with the
“Imperialistic Powers.”

Stalin, in his book, “The Problems of Leninism,” quotes approvingly Lenin’s warning that “it is
inconceivable the Soviet Republic should continue for a long period side by side with imperialist states.
Ultimately one or the other must conquer. Meanwhile a number of terrible clashes between the Soviet
Republic and the bourgeois states is inevitable.”

Stalin’s book has gone into 11 editions of more than 30 million copies. Stalin’s basic theory is
made clear early in the book-that the Russian revolution of 1917 was “the first stage of a world revolution,
and an immense platform for its further development.” Russia’s aim must now be to consolidate the
dictatorship of the proletariat and use it as a foothold to overthrow imperialism in other countries.

In a section entitled “Strategy and Tactics,” Stalin explains the main forces of revolution are “the
proletarian dictatorship of Russia and revolutionary movements in other lands.” “A proletarian revolution
in Europe and colonial revolutions in the East united to form a single revolutionary world front against the
world front of imperialism.” Stalin is as frank as Hitler in discussing various methods which may be used to
achieve world domination, and in developing Lenin’s thesis that best times for the expansion of world
revolution are during wars, economic crises and national catastrophes. Stalin lists four golden rules for
leaders of the world revolution. The sense of urgency driving Stalin to new endeavors emerges clearly in an
address to the Party at the end of the book, in which Stalin says:

“The workers of the west call Soviet workers the shock troops of the world proletariat. That is
good. It means the world’s proletariat is ready to support the Soviet working class, but it also puts a heavy
responsibility on us. It means we must show ourselves worthy. It puts on us the duty of working better and
fighting better for Socialism’s complete victory in our land and for Socialism’s victory in all countries.
Either it is we who will beat the capitalists and give them the last decisive knock-out, or, as Lenin said, it is
they who will defeat us.

Stalin’s writings and speeches repeatedly proclaim the impossibility of Communist and bourgeois
States living in the same world. “One or the other must conquer.”

A little while ago when it would seem that there was a measure of division among the Soviet Polit
Bureau, which controls Russia’s destinies, as to whether Communist objectives could best be achieved by
continuing limited cooperation with the Western Powers, Stalin is reported to have argued that co-operation
with capitalist countries like America and semi-Socialist countries like Britain was incompatible with the
teachings of Marx and Lenin. He urged his colleagues not to forget that the aim of Communism was to
overthrow “bourgeois democracy” and establish a proletarian dictatorship throughout the world. The Polit
bureau, the report says, decided to support Stalin’s view after considering reports from Russian agents
abroad, claiming that capitalism was heading for a depression which would certainly destroy it, and that
revolutionary elements throughout the world needed only a lead from Moscow to begin a campaign to
destroy the so-called bourgeois Governments.

Stalin clearly believes that a great economic crash will come in the United States, which will affect
the whole Western world. Such a time of internal distress and social upheaval would provide a
psychological opportunity for the spreading of the world revolution. Communists believe that the inevitable
hour is sure to come. They are working to that end, and watch for its approach as Christians watch for the
signs of the coming of Christ. Communists believe that the hour of destiny is about to strike.
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WILL THERE BE A WORLD REVOLUTION?
WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES

The Bible declares that the forces of world revolution will not completely succeed until the very
last of the last days, but then there will be the greatest bloodshed of all human history the scenes of the
French Revolution will be re-enacted upon a world-wide scale. This will be the end of Satan’s kingdom.
God says: “I will shake the heavens and the earth; and I will overthrow the kingdoms, and I will destroy the
strength of the kingdoms of the heathen . . . and the horses and their riders shall come down, everyone by
the sword of his brother.” (Haggai 2:21, 22.) In a number of places in the Scriptures the same picture is
presented. “And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the Lord shall be among them;
and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbor, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of
his neighbor.” (Zechariah 14:13). See also Judges 7:22; 1 Samuel 14:20; 2 Chronicles 20:23. “Every man’s
sword shall be against his brother” (Ezekiel 38:21). This terrible work of slaughter is in progress when
Jesus returns to bring everlasting deliverance and joy to His people; then He destroys “the remnant” of the
wicked with the power of His word (see Revelation 19:21).

Moscow’s aim of world revolution will eventually be fulfilled, but it will then be too late to be of
any use to Russia or to any Communist. Should Russia go to war with the United States and Western
Europe before that final day of world revolution and slaughter, she will be subdued, at least temporarily, for
the Bible prophecies are definite that the United, States will assist the papacy to reach its goal of
supremacy-a supremacy, however, which it will enjoy for a very short time, for it will be swept away by the
revolutionary storm which will burst in its fury shortly after the Roman hierarchy ascends the throne of
world dominion.

The world’s political barometer plainly indicates the coming of a mighty storm. Events in Europe
will show how near is the hour for the bursting of that storm. Europe is the main testing ground, the
battlefield of contending forces.

12. ROME OR RUSSIA?
THE VATICAN OR THE KREMLIN?

Both the Vatican and the Kremlin are striving for world domination, and it must be admitted that
they are powers to be reckoned with. In our last chapter we dealt with the aims of communist Russia. These
ambitions are one of the causes of world unrest. Another cause of the present disquieting world conditions
is the political ambitions of the Vatican.

Why have two World Wars been fought for power in Europe and why the present ominous
situation over the same thing? While economics and other national factors cause friction, yet one of the
main, underlying causes is that of religion. There are millions of people who, through a very superficial
reading of the Scriptures and a very bad kind of interpretation of them, maintain that the Pope is the vicar
of Christ, and that, as such, he should be the recognized head in Europe-and from there, obeyed throughout
the world.

Millions not only believe this teaching, but they are working by all manner of means to bring
about the fulfillment of what they think is the will of God. Here is a very fertile field for intrigue. Every
opportunity is pressed into service. Political circles are continually fermented by opportunists and religious
zealots working to establish the power of the papacy among the nations. It is impossible to be a trite Roman
Catholic and not to work to this end. Pope Leo XIII., in an Encyclical says: . . . first and foremost it is the
duty of all Catholics worthy of the name and wishful to be known as most loving children of the Church ...
to endeavor to bring back all civil society to the pattern and form of Christianity which we have described.”
“The Great Encyclical Letters of Pope Leo XIIL,” p. 132. As the teaching of an Encyclical is binding on
obedience, this means that the hundreds of millions of Catholics throughout the world and under all flags
will, if they are “Catholics worthy of the name endeavor to bring back all civil society” to the pattern of
mediaeval times, when the civil rulers and the priesthood were united in purpose and rule.

In the “Great Encyclical Letters of Pope Leo XIII,” page 193, we read: “But the supreme teacher
in the church is the Roman Pontiff. Union of minds, therefore requires, together with a perfect accord in
one faith, complete submission and obedience of will to the church and to the Roman Pontiff as to God
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Himself.”

Pope Leo XIII further declared: “We hold upon earth the place of God Almighty.” Page 304.

When the kingdoms of this world were offered to our Lord He spurned the offer with the
command to Satan: “Get thee hence!” On the other hand, the coronation ceremony of the Pope of Rome
includes the following declarations:

“Receive the tiara adorned with three crowns, and know that thou art the Father of princes and
Kings, Ruler of the World, and Vicar of our Savior Jesus Christ.”

According to the teaching of the Roman church, Christ and the Pope are one and the same person.
Within our own time a Pope (Pius X.) dogmatically asserted that “The Pope is not merely the representative
of Jesus Christ on earth; on the contrary, he is Jesus Christ under the veil of the flesh.”

Pope Leo XIII in his Encyclical, “On the Chief Duties of Christians as Christians,” says:

“If the laws of the State are manifestly at variance with the divine law [the divine law as declared
by the Pope speaking as the vicegerent of God on earth], containing enactments hurtful to the church, or
conveying injunctions adverse to the duties imposed by religion, or if they violate in the person of the
supreme Pontiff the authority of Jesus Christ, then truly, to resist becomes a positive duty, to obey, a
crime.” Ibid, page 185.

The papacy has condemned government by the people as a tenet of unbridled license, and one of
the lamentable fruits of the Protestant Reformation:

“Sad it is to call to mind how the harmful and lamentable rage for innovation which rose to a
climax in the sixteenth century. From this source, as from a fountain head, bursts all those later tenets of
unbridled license which were wildly conceived and boldly proclaimed as the principles and foundations of
that new jurisprudence. In a society grounded upon such maxims, all government is nothing more nor less
than the will of the people.” Ibid., page 120.

In his Encyclical, “Libertas Humana,” Leo XIII declared: “It is absolutely unlawful to demand, to
defend, or to grant unconditional freedom of thought, of speech, or writing, of worship.”

The Roman church teaches that to refuse to allow her to be united with the State. and to dominate
it, is an impious act and a revolt against Christ. The law of the church relating to the freedom of conscience
was laid down by Pius IX in his famous Encyclical and Syllabus published December 8, 1864, and which is
as follows:

“Cursed be they who assert liberty of conscience and of worship, and such as maintain the church
may not employ force. The State has not the right to leave every man free to embrace whatever religion he
shall deem true.”

Cardinal Manning, speaking for the Pope in the main Cathedral, London, said: “I claim to be the
supreme judge on earth and director of the consciences of men.” In the papal system there is no room for
true democracy, no provision made for liberty of conscience. Cardinal Mercier, of Belgium, declared: “The
papacy-the accepted and cherished supremacy of one conscience over all consciences, of one will over all
other wills.”

The papal system is the world’s one complete absolutism for the clergy, from the lowliest priest to
the dean of the college of cardinals, have no vote or power to negate the Pope’s opinions or decrees, and
“the laity have no voice in the conduct of the church, nor in the choice of the local priest.” - The Official
Catholic Year Book for 1928, published for the hierarchy in America. The governed have not the slightest
voice in the government, but all power of every degree and kind is resident in the Pontiff of Rome. To
them, “Democracy is a mischievous dream.” And wherever opportunity affords the slightest hope of
success, Protestant democratic governments are subjected to intrigue and a breaking down process. Ever
since England became Protestant there have been ceaseless efforts to weaken her Protestant and democratic
witness. Every Protestant knows of various efforts which have been made to bring down the strength of
Protestant England.

Cardinal Manning, addressing his priests at the Third Provincial Council of Westminster in 1859,
boldly announced the real purpose of Catholicism in England:

“It is good for us to be here. It is yours, right reverend fathers, to subjugate and to subdue, to bend
and to break, the will of an imperial race. You have a great commission to fulfil, and great is the prize for
which you strive. England is the head of Protestantism, the center of its movements, and the stronghold of
its powers. Weakened in England, it is paralyzed everywhere; conquered in England, it is conquered
throughout the world.”

Later, his successor, Cardinal Bourne, said: “We are out to reinstate the Pope. We want him to be
the spiritual and ethical leader of this country, and we are not hiding that fact at all.”
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